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For your diary, next Public Information Meeting: June 27, Willoughby 
MP & Transport Minister Gladys Berejiklian speaking, venue TBA

Artarmon shows off its heritage
by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor 

This year’s Heritage Week launch 
in Artarmon was the first 
opportunity for the Artarmon 

Progress Association (APA) to show 
off the history project it embarked on 
last July.

The event, which APA hosted on 
April 12 at the Artarmon Library, 
was opened by Willoughby Mayor Pat 
Reilly, and attended by Mayoress Beth 
Reilly, councillor Barry Thompson and 
local residents.

Project co-ordinators Adrian 
Alexander and Katie Walshe had put 
together a heritage display, which 
included an outline of Artarmon’s his-
tory since its start in 1796, when the 
first land grants were made, mainly to 
English soldiers, and also the history 
of St Basil’s Church in Broughton Rd, 
which celebrates its centenary in June. 

Alexander 
told the gather-
ing the display 
also expanded 
on Artarmon’s 
contribution to 
The Faces of 
Willoughby mural 
at The Concourse. 
The APA submit-
ted 25 to council 
and got 15 photos 
into the mural. 

The heritage 
display included 
oral histories of the families who con-
tributed the photographs, including 
the Wiseman family, who had lived in 
Artarmon over four generations since 
1903 and ran a plumbing business in 
Artarmon from 1925 to 1996. It also 

included the advocacy history of the 
APA and its predecessor, the Artarmon 
Advancement Association, formed as 
far back as 1906. 

He thanked all involved in the 

Abbott Lane fenced off by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor

Part of the much-contested Abbott 
Lane was fenced off last month at the 
McMillan Rd end with little notice (see 
Kate Lamb, Councillors’ Feedback, p12), 
leaving a small passage on the east side of 
the lane providing access for pedestrians.

According to Andrew Steel, north-
ern Sydney unit regional manager for 
Department of Education & Training, in 
an email to council on the week the fence 
went up, the area was to be remediated 
during school holidays as a playground.

But by April 20, the Friday before 
school was to resume, work had yet 
to start. WCC general manager Nick 
Tobin has written to education minister 
Adrian Piccoli; family and community 
services minister Pru Goward; and 
local NSW MPs Gladys Berejiklian 

and Anthony Roberts, objecting to the 
fencing off until the council has been 
compensated and an alternative route 
for residents has been constructed, and 
urging their intervention.  

To page 3

Abbott Lane … fenced off

Heritage team Adrian Alexander (L) and 
Katie Walshe (R) with Mayor Pat Reilly
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I have, along with many other residents, noticed how tired – even 
sleazy – the Artarmon shopping strip looks these days: sandwich 
boards promoting services on the footpath outside brothels in the 

afternoon when school children walk past; a broken bench; empty flow-
erpots used for cigarette stubs and rubbish; tired-looking awnings with faded shop fascias. 

Residents are being accosted by aggressive charity workers collecting money. The lively 
shopping strip, which once had a vibrant restaurant scene, now appears dilapidated and 
threatening at night as the few outlets that stay open become ideal targets for robbery. 
“Downtown” Artarmon is no longer an inviting environment to shop or socialise. 

As the Artarmon business community becomes more segmented with no common 
purpose, business is declining and we have ended up with a long-standing empty shop 
front at a prime location, broken windows, vandalism and increased crime.

Broken windows are a worrying sign in an urban environment as a US study showed 
in 1982. The broken windows syndrome is a criminological theory that states if an 
urban community no longer takes care of its environment and does not bother to repair 
its broken windows, that will lead to more broken windows, followed by vandalism, 
break and entering and increased crime. 

That has now become more than a theory. In 1996, I heard an address by Bill Bratton, 
NYC police commissioner 1994-1996, talking about how he used the broken windows 
theory to clean up NYC so it is now safe to walk at night. 

The APA has alerted council, which hopefully will take action regarding the sandwich 
boards, empty flowerpots and broken bench. But there is a lot the shop owners and busi-
nesses, their landlords or agents, in and around Hampden Rd can do to make Artarmon the 
vibrant shopping strip it once was, which will encourage more residents to shop locally.

There is no reason for a broken shop window to stay boarded up for months on end. 
Insurers should enable the immediate repair and replacement of a broken window – and 
if they do not, complaints should be made to the Insurance Council of Australia or the 
Financial Ombudsman Service.

There are programs businesses in a shopping strip can join like the NSW Mainstreet 
program to form committees that agree on a unified look and common purpose. How 
lovely it would be if Hampden Rd restored its heritage look with old-fashioned shop 
windows and columns under the awnings and retailers focussed on good, old-fashioned 
quality and service.

Do we need four grocers, three pizza parlours and umpteen other take-away outlets in 
Artarmon? One does not have to be a retail expert to see what a poor fit the present retail 
mix is with the Artarmon residential population. It would be nice to have at least one 
proper licensed restaurant with a courtyard in the strip, maybe a small quality homewares-

cum-gift shop and even a baby shop. 
Unfortunately, unlike shopping centres, 

where the retail mix is decided by the man-
agement, businesses in a shopping strip can-
not control the mix of businesses in a strip or 
stop competition setting up shop next door. 

But if they are organised and pull togeth-
er, they can agree on the most suitable retail 
mix for the area and when a retail space 
becomes vacant, make suggestions to the 
landlord or real estate agent.

The NSW Government Mainstreet 
program provides grants from $3000 to 
$60,000, normally complemented by local 
sponsorships and funding from $40,000 to 
$150,000. The APA would certainly be very 
supportive of such an initiative, and happy 
to lobby council for funding.

- Eva Wiland, 
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

“supporting the Artarmon 
community spirit”

leadership • advertising 
delivery • and more!

Let’s talk about how you could 
help! 

Please contact 
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au.
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They say I should be running 
for council because I live and 
breathe Artarmon. I grew 

up in Artarmon, have a business in 
Artarmon and now I am the president 
of the Artarmon Progress Association.

I joined the committee five years ago 
with a vision for the area and a love 
of the community. Now in the role of 
president I get from 200 to 300 emails 
a month that I read and reply to.

Trying to juggle my business, life as 
a 28-year-old and meetings at council 

is a tough job but those who know me 
know I love being busy.

My focus since January has been the 
Hampden Rd shops and Wilkes Ave 
Plaza area. Those who use the shops 
in Artarmon would understand how 
much they need brightening-up with 
upgraded shop fronts and refurbished 
streetscape. 

It would also be nice to see the 
Wilkes Ave shops join forces. I 
have chatted to council and expect a 
response soon.

I have to say, 
what a fantastic 
night Earth Hour 
was on March 31 
(see p8). I would 
like to congratulate my team who 
pulled together and made this event a 
success. Earth Hour will be back next 
year bigger and better. 

The APA has agreed the Artarmon 
Fair will not be held this year. We 
will instead be holding night markets, 
showcasing local products, craft and 
bric-a-brac.

This fantastic idea is already on 
APA’s drawing board and we are look-
ing forward to having night or day 
markets at least four times this year so 
we will keep you posted.

I also need to mention our heritage 
project for Heritage Week last month. 
For those who could not make it, the 
event was a very pleasant and interest-
ing night. Those attending enjoyed the 
amazing Artarmon stories and pho-
tos our heritage project team Adrian 
Alexander and Katie Walshe put 
together. I am looking forward to read 
more local community stories in the 
next Gazette. 

* If anyone would like to send 
me an email, please do so, to: 
pres@artarmonprogress.org.au 

A note from the president
by Ross Dickson

Quiz No 25: 
St Basil’s Church

Questions

1.	 What	Parish	did	Artarmon	first	
belong to?

2. Who laid the foundation stone of 
St Basil’s Church in 1912?

3. At what address was St Basil’s 
first	built?

4. What changes were made to St 
Basil’s in 1957?

Answers: p14

displays, including the local residents who allowed their stories to be told; Katie 
Walshe and Christine Kelley; Tracey Cameron from St Basil’s; WCC festival & 
events special projects co-ordinator Bernard Lau who created the artwork for the 
displays and APA committee member Luke Slattery and Kwik Copy in Whiting 
St for printing the displays on two-hour notice; Toni McKay who did much of the 
oral history; the Artarmon Library team; and the APA for its moral support.

Reilly congratulated the APA and president Ross Dickson on the heritage initia-
tive. Having spent a greater part of his early years and working life in Artarmon, 
he said he would “go with a 1906 start” for the APA because “advancement and 
progress are two of the same”. “To still carry on here in this century is something 
to be extremely proud of,” he said. 

“You’ve got to be proud of your heritage and Willoughby and precincts that 
make it up – as diverse as they are – are very much a heritage aspect. 

“No-one can ever blame a progress association for not giving everyone the 
opportunity to understand and know their community and how they can be part 
of it … because that’s where that strength has come from over those years of cre-
ating a great community.”

Reilly said Artarmon was a desirable area for people to buy property and they were 
welcome to become part of its lifestyle “but please don’t over-invade it!” he warned. 

From page 1
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Artarmon @ Council by Plamen Bassarov

•	 A	DA	(DA-2012/3)	has	been	sub-
mitted for “use and fitout of existing 
restaurant and associated works includ-
ing change of hours to 7:00 AM to 12 
midnight” at 100 Hampden Rd. The 
submission is a full DA for a new licensed 
café and restaurant with 112 seats, includ-
ing 68 inside, 16 at two proposed bars 
and 38 at two proposed external patios 
at the back of the site. This DA does not 
appear to have any link to an earlier DA 
submitted	in	January	2010	(DA-2010/841)	
(see November 2010 Gazette, p 14). 
The present proposal does not seek any 
modifications to the Hampden Rd façade. 
Any proposed additions to the back 
and internal changes would not affect 
the streetscape. The two external patios 
would be open to the residential buildings 
on the west side of Hampden Lane. 
•	 A	DA	(DA-2012/432)	has	been	sub-
mitted for a four 3-bedroom townhouse 
development with basement garages at 2 
Cleland Rd, next to the proposed devel-
opment at 1-3 Parkes Rd (see February 
2012 Gazette, p 4). The proposed FSR 
is slightly lower than the maximum 

required. The proposed townhouses 
are a 2-floor, split-level type, aligned to 
Parkes Rd. The DA allows only for three 
parking lots where five is required. A 
new footpath crossing has been proposed 
for this and the next-door development 
in Parkes Rd, putting more pressure on 
parking in the area.

•	 (DA-2012/69),	143 Artarmon Rd: 
proposal for two prefabricated steel 
frame and PVC coated canvas carport 
covers. The two carports are in “tan-
dem” arrangement and the proposed 
covers would not extend closer to the 
street than the existing house on the site. 
However, the view from Artarmon Rd 

would reveal an obvious discrepancy 
with the existing buildings and probable 
inconsistency with the heritage area.

•	 (DA-2012/150/A)	Cleland Tennis 
Club: extension of tennis club’s 
operation hours approved under 
DA-2011/150	of	April	2011.
•	 (DA-2012/47),	1 Lanceley Pl: wid-
ening of existing ramp to top floor. No 
documents are on the council site. The 
building is in the Artarmon industrial 
area and the ramp is from Level 2 so no 
adverse effect is expected to the general 
public or the adjoining properties. 

Stay on top of Diabetes, upgrade
your blood glucose meter for $9*

96 Hampden Road, Artarmon
Phone 9419 6880 Fax 9419 6868

Email nloganpa@bigpond.net.au
Web www.pharmacistadvice.com.au

sec
5

Hypo
indicator

Test
reminder

Infra-Red
communication

Tiny sample
size with

under dosing
detection

Super
fastfi ll

Fast 5 
second

test time

At Nick Logan Pharmacist Advice, we want to help diabetics to monitor and control 
their blood sugar and minimise associated complications such as vision, kidney and 
circulatory problems.

To do so we have secured a $40 cash back offer (until 31 August 2012, while stocks 
last) on our already low price of $49 for the Performa meter by Roche Diagnostics.*

The Performa is a compact monitor that gives accurate readings in 5 seconds from a 
tiny blood sample. So whether you need an upgrade or even a spare meter for work, 
now is the time to get one.

Come in and check it out today. You’ll love our service and we are OPEN SEVEN DAYS.

Offer closes 

31 August 2012

while stocks last

Architects impression of 2 Cleland Rd

143 Artarmon Rd carport proposal
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When the bell rang at Artarmon 
Public School (APS) on the 
first day of school in January, 

870 students queued up to be allocated 
a class. Thirty-four classes were formed 
and then students, teachers, staff and 
parents set to work. To celebrate the 
new school year and raise some urgently 
needed funds for another computer 
laboratory, the fundraising committee 
and the multicultural committee held the 
annual APS welcome picnic.

Several hundred people perused 
market stalls, of which the cake stall 
seemed most popular, selling out of its 
stock of home baked goodies. There 
were a range of activities from henna 
tattoos and origami folding to jumping 
castles, netball and mini tennis. All 
that entertainment made people hungry 
and more than 400 sausages, 70 steak 
sandwiches and 360 drinks were sold. 

Deputy Principal Ryan Shepheard 
believes the welcome day picnic pro-
motes a culture of belonging that extends 
beyond the classroom. “It’s a school 
community event that encourages eve-
ryone to come along and participate,” 
he told the Gazette. “Families can meet 
each other, kids can mix with their 
friends and it just creates a positive expe-
rience and a positive feel about school.” 

Organisers declared the day a huge 
success having raised $14,000, a sub-
stantial contribution towards the target-
ed $60,000 cost of a new computer lab. 

Also on display at the welcome pic-
nic were artworks APS students had 
created to celebrate Harmony Day, a 
national government initiative organised 
by the Department of Immigration and 
Citizenship. Co-ordinated by the mul-
ticultural committee, each class deco-
rated a cardboard person in cultural 
dress. More than 30 countries of origin 
are represented within the APS student 
population so Ryan believes Harmony 
Day presents the ideal opportunity to 
emphasise the values encapsulated in 
the event motto “everyone belongs”. 

“Celebrating Harmony Day allows 
us to appreciate the multicultural 
nature of our school and really high-
light our inclusive practices and how 
we do welcome people from all around 
the world to be part of our school com-
munity,” he said.

This year’s Harmony Day theme was 

“sport, play, engage, 
inspire”. At APS, par-
ticipation in sport is 
encouraged through-
out the year. During 
term one, students 
from years three to 
six competed in the 
school swimming 
carnival. While the 
emphasis is on every 
student “giving it a 
go”, those that swim 
exceptional times in 
events qualify to par-
ticipate in the NSW Primary Schools 
Sports Association state swimming 
championship. 

Year six student June Liang qualified 
and competed in both the 50m butterfly 
and breaststroke events. To her credit, 
June made the breaststroke final com-
peting against swimmers from all over 
the state and coming only three seconds 
behind the winner. This coming term, 
students from years three to six will par-
ticipate in the school cross-country car-
nival. The children will try to win points 
for their house. There are four houses: 
Flynn, Gilmore, Lawson and Melba. 

Twelve talented APS students will be 
in a different house in August. The stu-
dents are members of the Senior String 
Group. Ten violinists and two cellists 
were selected to join a 200-strong 
string ensemble comprising students 
from across NSW. They will perform 
four pieces entirely from memory at 
The Festival of Instrumental Music 
at the Opera House in August. The 

performance dates have been added to 
the school’s burgeoning list of activities, 
occasions and events for term two and 
the remainder of 2012. 

Welcome picnic starts school year by Jane Rowley

PSSA girls … swimming champions

50m	butterfly	…	APA	3	sec	behind	winner

For twenty years,
Physiotherapist Ann
Liebert has run her
practice in Artarmon,
specialising in:

•  Back pain
•  Musculo-skeletal pain
•  Sports injuries
•  Occupational-related pain
•  Neck headaches

SUITE 6
110 HAMPDEN ROAD 

ARTARMON
PH: 9419 3404
FAX: 9419 2880

PHYSIOTHERAPY

ANN LIEBERT

Physiotherapist
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John Saraceno, 
Artarmon Fruit Market 
founder and much loved 

member of the Artarmon 
community, passed away on 
St Patrick’s Day, March 17, 
81 years of age.

John leaves behind wife 
Mary; children Dominic, 
Angela, Tony and Cathy; 
and brother Mick.

John came to Sydney 
from the village of 
Casignana, in Calabria 
in 1958 and soon made a 
living in Artarmon, at 86 
Hampden Rd, where he set 
up his fruit and vegetable 
shop in 1962. 

He turned it into a 
successful business and over the 
years became an integral part of the 
Artarmon community together with 
his wife who he married in Australia, 
and his four children, who were all 
born at Royal North Shore Hospital.

His fruit and vegetable shop was very 
different then to what it is now. It had a 
counter and no self-service. John, Mary, 
and the children when helping, wrote 
down prices on pieces of paper and cal-
culated the sums in their head without 
the help of a cash register.

In 1983, John bought the present loca-
tion of at 106 Hampden Rd, and stayed 
on until he retired in 1992 to his hobby 
farm in Wilton, in Sydney’s far south.

Mary and his children will remem-
ber him as a strong man with a passion 
for organic farming. His great love was 
his Wilton farm. 

He did not agree with pesticides and 
battery hens and his Artarmon patrons 
benefited from free-range eggs and organ-
ically grown fruit and vegetables from his 
farm before they became trendy.

Angela told the Gazette he would 
have been shocked to see the changes 
made to the Artarmon Fruit Market 
after he retired, when it changed to 
introduce self-service shopping and 
had to battle the increased competition 
from supermarkets after Woolworths 

became the “Fresh Food People”.
Angela said small shops like 

Artarmon Fruit Market was now a 
dying breed. “[They] will be extinct 
within 10 years,” she said. She was glad 
her father would not be there to see it.  

Giovanni Rocco Saraceno – 1930-2012 by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor

John Saraceno – remembered in Artarmon since 1962

C O F F E E
TM

FRESH ROASTED COFFEE

CAFÉ SUPPLY

ROASTERY DOOR SALES

www.karmee.com
9966 8488

18 - 20 Cleg St, Artarmon
Door Sales (M - F 8.30am to 4pm)

It’s time to
get your fix!

$75 off any purchase 
of a complete pair of 
spectacles

You only have one pair of eyes. Don’t trust 
them to anyone. Trust your local!

*Conditions Apply

9412 3757
122 Hampden Road, Artarmon

www.artarmonvision.com.au
artarmon@eyecareplus.com.au  
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Artarmon Progress Association 
(APA) hosted another success-
ful Earth Hour last month. 

About 10 stallholders turned up selling 
a range of merchandise – from eco-
friendly goods and candles to jewellery 
and children’s umbrellas.

At the APA stand, Shelagh Kemm’s 
glorious jams, marmalades and chut-
neys were in much demand, bringing 
in $263.50 for the Artarmon Noah’s 
Ark Toy Library.

Sabah and Shazena at the Artarmon 
Muslim Community stand were offer-
ing refreshing Middle-East mint 
drinks.

The weather gods were smiling and 
the day was brilliant as Mayor Pat 
Reilly and councillors Stuart Coppock 
and Barry Thompson rubbed shoulders 

with local residents crowding into the 
small plaza at Wilkes Ave when the 
lights went out at 8:30.

Everyone enjoyed the warm, friendly 
atmosphere and the music supplied by 
Daniel and his fellow minstrels, who 
gave their time for free. 

This year, Artarmon was among a 
record 6,525 cities, towns and munici-
palities in 150 countries and territories 
that participated. In Australia, the 
Sydney Opera House and the Harbour 
Bridge were the first to go dark.

APA president Ross Dickson, who 
was behind most of hard work lead-
ing up to the event, thanked every-
one involved. “I had a lot of people 
say they had a great time and really 
enjoyed the event,” he said. “Most said 
they’re very keen to come back.” 

Artarmon gets together for Earth Hour
by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor

Group Mat Classes
Tuesday Evenings 6.30pm and 7.30pm
(Bookings Essential)
St Basils, 6 Broughton Rd, Artarmon

Private Sessions on
specialised pilates equipment

By Appointment

For more information
contact Jo on
0407 485 468
or email
joanne@freespiritpilates.com.au
www.freespiritpilates.com.au

Artarmon Medical Centre
134 HAMPDEN ROAD ARTARMON 2064

Dr Douglas Hor • Dr Evelyn Ong

Dr Dennis Lewis Enright • Dr Linda Calabresi

Dr Elizabeth Nash • Dr Anca Slimovschi 

 • women’s health
 • men’s health
 • heart checks
 • immunisation
 • allergy treatment

 • paediatrics

2012 Flu vaccine is now available, free for over 65s and patients with 
chronic medical conditions. Please ring to make an appointment.

Phone 9411 5858 • 9419 8448

HAMPDEN RDFRANCIS RD

BROUGHTON RD

We are
here 

Photos: W
CC
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A rtarmon local and dermatolo-
gist Dr Margot Whitfeld has 
been instrumental in set-

ting up the first major trial for the 
safe treatment and control of scabies 
throughout Fiji.

This is an amazing effort consider-
ing she, supported by her husband 
Peter, also deals with a busy dermatol-
ogy practice, was head of dermatology 
at St Vincents Hospital, and juggles a 
busy schedule of two teenage daugh-
ters (and two dogs!).

Scabies is a skin mite that causes 
irritation and infection, particularly in 
children and can be a life threatening 
disease. It is very contagious especially 
within family and village groups but 
easily treated.  

“It is amazing that with all the tech-
nologic advances that we have had in 
medicine, nobody has worked out how 
to control a problem which affects 
300m people, mostly children, world-
wide each year, and for which treatment 
is already available,” Margot said. 

Margot was first alerted to Fiji’s 
scabies problem when she was invited 
to teach dermatology to a group of 
local doctors and nurses at an AusAID 
funded workshop eight years ago.  

Since then Margot and Dr Andrew 
Steer, a paediatrician from Melbourne; 
researcher Lucia Romani; and many 
from the local medical community 
have been working towards this most 
recent trial.

Their initial survey of more than 
13,000 people in 96 villages showed 
scabies was prevalent in 51% of the 
four-to-seven age group and 37% in 
children under three. At this level of 
infection, the only way to eradicate 
the disease may be to treat the whole 
community.  

With the help of funding from the 
Australian Government’s National 
Health and Medical Research Council 
(NHMRC) and the Fiji Ministry of 
Health’s backing, the first meeting of 
all the trial staff, local doctors and 
nurses and researchers was held in 
March this year, the culmination of 
years of effort on Margot’s part.  

The trial involves a mass drug 

administration, which is most effective 
on an isolated population. The team has 
had to work out logistics to set up the 
trials on small remote islands and main-
land villages that may only have enough 
fuel to run a generator for two hours a 
day and access to water is only from a 
communal water supply - a very differ-
ent Fiji from its tourist resorts! 

This latest $600,000 grant will pay 
for such things as medication and blood 
tests, salaries for nurses and research-
ers, transport and generator fuel.

Margot has been passionate about 
this issue for the last 10 years and she 
is very excited to now see it reach 

this point and with the help of such a 
capable team and the support of both 
Australian and Fijian governments. 

Margot also regularly volunteers at 
the skin clinic at Tamavua Twomey 
Hospital in Suva when in Fiji on her 
research trips. 

There has been local Artarmon sup-
port for Margot’s efforts over the years, 
including a fundraiser and donations 
of supplies for isolated schools when 
Margot has visited, at times with her 
two daughters, Zoe and Emma helping. 

* For more information, go to 
www.healthyskinfiji.com.au 

Looking For A Good Dentist on the North Shore?
(A Complete Family and Cosmetic Dentist - With That Gentle Touch...?)

Here’s 8 Good Reasons to Call Us Today:
1. Same day fast relief emergency Treatment. We promise to be gentle and considerate and use the 

best of care and techniques to give you a pleasant and pain free experience every time. Happy Gas always 
available to help you relax.

2. Extended hours from 8am. Open Saturday + Thursday nights for your convenience - and we won’t keep you 
waiting. 

3. White fillings and biocompatible, durable ceramic restorations. Non drug headache treatments + Anti-snoring 
appliances also available.

4. Complete family Dentistry. Kids always welcomed. Check out our kids corner.
5. Affordable Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry -  Easily improve your smile and enjoy strong and permanent, 

non removable teeth replacements that gives you immediate comfort and confidence with a natural smile and function.
6. No More Loose and Sore Dentures with One Visit Mini-Implants. Enjoy that apple or steak, today, and 

smile with real confidence again.
7. Sleep Sedation Dentistry by a qualified Anaesthetist using Intravenous Sedation or General Anaesthetic. 
8. Bad Breath Elimination Therapy - Never be embarrassed again with these simple effective treatments.

Call Us Now On 9419-7484 For An Appointment. 
www.ArtarmonFineDental.com 

Suite 1, Level 1, 80 Hampden Rd Artarmon 
(just above Commonwealth Bank)

Dr Margot Whitfeld sees to Fiji’s healthy skin
by Jane Cozens

Margot (L) with researcher Lucia … force behind Fiji’s healthy skin
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Northern Youth Symphonic 
Wind (NYSW) also known as 
Northern Youth has marked its 

fourth year with a national title in the 
Open C Grade.  

Conductor Matthew Walmsley likes to 
tell the story of how he set a goal to win 
a national championship in four years 
and on winning the national title, he 
said: “It looks like we’ve achieved that.”

When Northern Youth began, it was 
a band of 45. Now it comprises 75 
members. That is a massive growth 
over four years. According to its web-
site nysw.org.au, NYSW is a concert 
band based on Sydney’s north shore  
“Formed in 2008, NYSW was created 
to provide a challenging band envi-
ronment for high school and senior 

primary school students looking to 
extend their musical experience,” the 
site states.

When I asked Anna Pienaar what 
Northern Youth was to her, she said 
“[Northern Youth] is a great oppor-
tunity for high-school kids like me 
to play in a national Junior A Grade 
band, because most high-school bands 
don’t have the opportunity to play at a 
standard this high.” She also comment-
ed on the win. “We were all extremely 
happy and excited when we won the 
Open C, and were equally happy with 
our performance in Junior A!”

The children involved really enjoy it. 
When I spoke to Max Moffat, he told me 
that being in a band was “great, because 
being in a band is heaps of fun, not only 

for social reasons, but it is a chance to 
improve your playing and co-operate in 
a group”. When I asked Natalie Smith 
about the National Band Championships 
she said: “We rehearsed for ages, giv-
ing up every Thursday night and some 
Mondays but it was worth it ’cause we 
played our best and we won. Everyone 
was so surprised, even our conductor. I 
can’t wait till next year!”

In their first year, Northern Youth 
competed in the Junior B Grade and 
came third; in 2011 they again compet-
ed in Junior B Grade and came second. 
This year, they competed in the Junior 
A Grade, placing third and in the Open 
C Grade they won the national title. 
That is a huge accomplishment for 
such a young band.

NYSW celebrates 4th year with a national title
by rookie reporter Sophie Dyson

Retiring? Part-time? Student?
Needing an extra challenge in your life? 

Put your spare time to good use.... 
and become a

Vinnies Volunteer!
We need people like you to assist 

at our Artarmon shop.

Please contact Florence or Cathy on 

9419 3599 or 9419 4236 
or email svdpstives@optusnet.com.au 

WHICH HUE
Colour Consulting and

Interior Decorating
in Artarmon

contact Margot McKay

t 9413 1058   m 0402 855 299

www.whichhue.com.au

thethink
outsidesquare

Northern Youth … proud national title winners
Photo: Ian Dyson
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Artarmon Playgroup has been 
going at St Basil’s in Broughton 
Rd for more than 30 years 

and caters for all – children and their 
mothers, fathers, grandparents and 
carers of all nationalities.

Artarmon resident Wendy Grant, 
who has two children in the playgroup, 
has been co-ordinator for the past year, 
joining Andrena, the other co-ordina-
tor of the group.

She said the playgroup meets at 
the church hall every Tuesday from 
9:30am to 11:30am “come rain, hail or 
shine”. It currently has about 17 chil-
dren, from 8 months to five years old 
but was hoping to attract more. 

She told the Gazette it was not only 
mothers who meet up. “My in-laws 
come to the playgroup every week and 
other grandparents drop in from time to 
time,” she said. “We have one regular 
father who comes. He’s a chef at night 
and looks after the kids by day. But we 
have some dads who take holidays and 
drop in from time to time too. 

“It’s a relaxed and informal atmos-
phere and adults and children can 
interact while children can develop 
new skills through play,” she said. 
That included gross motor, fine 
motor, speech and social skills. 

“We do songs and story time as 
well as morning tea with fruit for 
the children. Tea and coffee is pro-
vided for the adults,” she said. 

Last year and the beginning of this 
had been a struggle to get enough 
families to join as people moved away 
and those who moved in were not aware 
of the playgroup. 

The group is hoping to attract more 
numbers to bring in enough money to 
pay the increased rent at the church hall 
and for children’s craft activities.

“We have some regulars but most 
people do not come every week. It 
depends on the weather or how their 
kids are on the day,” she said.

“We’re inviting families to come and 
support us for a small fee. The first two 
sessions are free.” Artarmon Playgroup 

is not-for-profit and to join costs $5 a 
week. “That’s $5 per family, not for each 
child,” Wendy said. “So if someone has 
three children, they still pay $5.”

She said the group needed new toxic-
free rubber stamps and stamp pads and 
new balls for its ball pit. “There are 
not many balls left [because] they have 
been crushed or broken over the years,” 
she said. “We need paint brushes and 
craft bits such as pipe cleaners, glue, 
pom poms – any toys, new or used, are 
welcome. We have not bought any new 
toys for quite a few years.”

Artarmon playgroup caters for all by Eva Wiland, Gazette editor

115 Reserve Rd (Cnr Gore Hill Freeway)                  www.freewayhotel.com.au | 9437 0000

all new weeknight specials from 5pm

looking for a night out?
There’s something for everyone
at the freeway!

MONDAY $12 prime rump
cooked to perfection with chips or mash

MONDAY lucky members draw between 
5pm -7pm jackpots every week up to $3000

TUESDAY $12 freshly prepared chicken schnitzel
with chips or mash

MONDAY TO THURSDAY
happy hour 4pm-5pm

WEDNESDAY $10 classic bangers & mash
with onion gravy

WEDNESDAY fame trivia with
bonus cash jackpot question

THURSDAY $10 perfect pasta
special of the day

THURSDAY social pool comp 7pm
$7 cocktails from 5pm til late!

FRIDAY $10 favourite start to the weekend
Pizza special ... fresh, hot & delicious

FRIDAY NPL poker from 4pm
evening game 7pm with $1000 prize pool

EVERY DAY  check out our range of naughty 
desserts guaranteed to satisfy that sweet tooth!

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT live entertainment
from 5pm til late - Live acts and dj’s

freeway brasserie

Artarmon Playgroup … relaxed and informal
Photo: Wendy Grant
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WE COLLECT
GOOD USED
FURNITURE

St. Vincent de Paul Society – St Ives Region
has urgent need of good clean pre-loved 
clothing, bric-a-brac, white goods, furniture 
& good quality electrical items.

We can arrange pick ups 
5 days a week. Please 

call us to arrange 
for collection.

Call Florence or Cathy @ Chatswood 
on 9419 4236 or 9419 3599

Your Support Helps Us
To Help People Grow

Aspect and exposure – these are 
two critical matters to be con-
sidered whenever and wherever 

we make a new planting. I have been a 
devoted collector of begonias for many 
years. They are particularly suited to 
the leafy conditions in my Artarmon 
garden and to someone addicted to pots 
and hanging baskets.

So it was with real pleasure when 
I heard the voice over the phone say: 
“I find begonias do well – they’re the 
best.” This friend lives at the top of 
one of our taller Artarmon apartment 
blocks and is gardening on one of 
those balconies that are notoriously 
difficult. It faces north but has only 
small protection from the wind. It is 
not only the wind with which he has to 
contend. Birds, too, can be a problem. 
He has put small stones on top of the 
soil in his pots to help protect it but is 
surprised to see just how big a stone a 
bird will steal. 

Tenants on the lower floors also 
have trouble with pigeons. The hardy 
Begonia semperflorens, often used 
for border planting in public gardens, 
flowers well for him. He has planted a 
mixture of the green and brown leaved 
varieties in a long self-watering tub. 
Being low growing and semi succulent 
they avoid the devastation caused by 
wind and, moreover, flower over a long 
period in shades of pink and red.

Begonias are not the only plants 
growing successfully in this difficult 

position. There is a hardy Jade plant, 
several succulents with interesting leaf 
structures, grey and red-edged green 
ones. Several Dipladenias are in flower 
and, his pride and joy, a dwarf Meyer 
lemon tree standing in what limited 
protection is available, fruiting again 
for the second year. The lemon tree is 
grafted onto dwarfing root stock but 
the fruit remains the normal size. 

On an upper deck where they are 
protected by a solid metal balcony wall 
but apparently still getting enough sun, 
this man has a collection of a dozen or 
so robust cymbidium orchids of which 
any home gardener would be proud. 

Another friend has moved to an 
apartment down near the coast where 
she has a small square-shaped balcony 
facing east but protected from the 
damaging sea breezes by a waist-high 
solid balcony wall. I was amazed to see 
in that environment a piece of a Rex 
Begonia I had given her, a plant I have 
been growing in a carefully sheltered 
environment, was absolutely thriv-
ing, was taller and had better colour. It 
was yet another lesson in “experiment, 
watch how your plants respond to the 
circumstances in which you’ve planted 
them”. Every garden is different.

At last count I had 18 different kinds 
of Begonias in my collection. In addi-
tion to the semperflorens (fibrous), 
the garden textbooks record a vari-
ety of Begonias – cane-like, shrub-
like, thick-stemmed, rhizomatous, 

trailing-scandent, Rex and tuberous 
begonias and, a recent hybrid between 
the tuberous and the fibrous, the 
Elatior Begonia. 

This plant, unlike the tuberous, 
grows well in Sydney. This year, over 
a mild summer, mine flowered from 
October until now, in mid April, when 
it has just dropped its last flowers. 
Given the diverse, semi-succulent 
nature of Begonias there is something 
for most gardens and balconies in 
our area. 

Gardening – balconies, beds and begonias by Mollie Shelley

PERMACULTURE NORTH meets 3rd 
Monday evening each month in 
Lindfield.	Contact	1300	887	145	or	
info@permaculturenorth.org.au.

Image: Wendy Bishop



12  Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 58 - May 2012

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...feedback

Safety plan: 
Council staff has 
drafted a communi-
ty safety plan that is 
likely to go on show 
in May. 

It has been 
informed by a review of available crime 
statistics and the results of a community 
survey, which was distributed through 
schools, businesses, libraries, childcare 
and other community centres, generat-
ing 208 responses in all. 

Interestingly, residents of 
Willoughby (2068) and Naremburn 
(2065) together accounted for almost 
two-thirds of respondents – and a 
grand total of three responses came 
from postcode 2064! I expect that has 
had something to do with distribution 
– I will investigate having the ques-
tionnaire posted online. 

Common crime: Anyway, having it 
on show will provide an opportunity 
to comment on the plan itself. As to 
the crime data, theft appears to be our 
most commonly reported crime, rang-
ing from shoplifting to fraud (around 
500 cases each a year), both forms of 
which appear to occur at a significantly 
higher rate in Willoughby than in other 
northside council areas. 

Of the “common” crimes, respond-
ents were ”concerned” or “highly 
concerned” about graffiti, vandalism, 
violence and “hoodlums”. 

Also rating highly was alcohol-relat-
ed crime. Fewer than half were con-
cerned or very concerned about theft. 
So what is to be done about it? CCTV 
appears to be very popular, along with 
trying to design crime out through 
environmental planning strategies and 
safety audits.

Public sphere: The emphasis is very 
much on the public sphere, especially 
Chatswood CBD and continuing coun-
cil’s city-wide graffiti removal program. 

I am interested to know your 
thoughts. I know many crimes go 
unreported, particularly those in the 
private or domestic sphere. 

Domestic violence and child abuse 
are less likely to be reported in affluent 
areas such as ours, for a range of rea-
sons. Council will continue to support 

Apology: I feel 
the need to apolo-
gise to readers of 
my column in the 
February Gazette. 
For reasons beyond 
my control, the text 
was reduced and 

much of its structure and meaning was, 
in my view, lost. A very similar article 
was published in its entirety in the 
February edition of the ‘272’, the news-
letter of the Willoughby South PA. 
(http://willoughbysouthpa.wikispaces.
com/Download+a+272+Newsletter).

About a decade ago, I was one 
of a small band who established 
the Artarmon Gazette in its present 
form – a form since copied by other 
PA’s around Willoughby. I believe 
the Gazette has prospered because it 
has catered to all the segments of the 
Artarmon community; been careful to 
check the veracity of the facts it pub-
lishes so as not to mislead or offend; 

interagency groups such as the DV 
Networks. However, we may be able to 
do more to inform and educate about 
healthy relationships through our many 
community-based programs. 

Abbott Rd: Speaking of healthy rela-
tionships, they are supported by good 
communication, which is exactly what we 
do not have with our local public school, 
despite the efforts of some parents, who 
- bless them - have attempted to com-
pensate for the appalling bad manners of 
departmental officers (see front page). 

The construction fencing went up 
across Abbott Rd last month with no 
advice to the residents or to council as 
to what is to be constructed and where. 

No site plans, no timeframes and 
certainly no opportunity for council to 
ensure the interests of the greater com-
munity are represented. 

The most offensive behaviour, in 
my view, is characterised by abuse 
of power. This is a sad case indeed, 
providing a very poor example to the 
children about how to get on with your 
neighbours. 

- Kate.lamb@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

and impartial in content and extent of 
exposure. I believe it will be important 
to adhere to these policies as the coun-
cil elections approach.

New Planning Controls: Council 
has received State Government 
approval of its proposed new Local 
Environmental Plan (LEP) and has 
resolved to re-exhibit both it and the 
accompanying Development Control 
Plan (DCP) for public comment. The 
two documents outline the bases for 
development within the City for the 
foreseeable future. In my view there 
are no surprises compared to the plans 
previously passed by Council. The 
draft plans reflect the decisions of 
Council in November 2010 regarding 
the ‘captain’ and ‘soldier’ streets. Our 
officers have, nonetheless, advised that 
they should be re-exhibited in order to 
avoid a Court challenge similar to that 
which occurred in Ku-ring-gai. The 
timing of the exhibition is set to allow 
the Plan to be adopted in the remain-
ing life of the present Council.

Concourse and Incinerator: 
Nothing in this world is perfect. 
However two of Council’s recent cul-
tural endeavours are looking to become 
resounding successes. Patronage of 
the performing arts facilities at The 
Concourse has been above budget and 
appears to be generating a new audi-
ence from previously unserviced areas 
within the northern suburbs (rather 
than competing for the same patrons as 
existing city and local venues).

The library continues to set records 
for increased visitations and lending. 
The food and beverage outlets are thriv-
ing and the CBD buzz now extends to 
most evenings. The poor retail outlook 
has delayed the opening of some shops 
but that too will change shortly.

The Incinerator has been well 
received by both exhibitors and the 
public ... and EOIs for the café are 
about to be called (at last, after herit-
age issues with positioning of the 
cooking vent).

- Barry.Thompson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
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Library: Still to 
be confirmed, a 
soft opening of the 
Artarmon Library 
is likely in early 
September. The 
move has been 

delayed by the opening of the new 
library at The Concourse, which has 
been very successful. It has become a 
truly regional library and people as far 
away as Cherrybrook and the Central 
Coast use it.

The library staff has been making 
school visits that have included train-
ing on The Concourse’s online facili-
ties, which have been very popular but 
not as popular as The Concourse WCC 
Library App!

The BookMyne app provides simple 
and fast access to the library’s online 
system. It helps locate the library, 
search for items on the catalogue, find 
suggested reading lists, reserve on-
loan items, check library accounts and 
renew due items all from an android 
or iOS device. BookMyne is another 
way to access the local library online 
wherever and whenever it is needed. 
Inquiries:	willoughby.nsw.gov.au/
library or visit the library.

Rabbits: Over the past nine months, 
residents have been advising council of 
the rabbit plague in certain Artarmon 
areas.

Such a plague of “pet shop” rabbits 
is not unique to Artarmon and resi-
dents in Turramurra and Mosman have 
similar plagues. 

Council has asked residents through 

Councillors’ feedback 
From page 12

We’re Just 
Around The 

Corner.
From helping you decide how 
much storage space you need, 
arranging the transportation, 
making sure your goods are 
safe and sound. We aim to give 
you complete peace of mind.

• FREE Truck Hire, FREE Quote 
& FREE Delivery of Boxes 
(conditions apply)

• Storage for Residential and 
Businesses

• 7 Day Access
• Packing Material Available

ARTARMON 1
5 Lanceley Place Artarmon

9906 5005
artarmon1@storageking.com.au
www.storageartarmon.com.au
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ARTARMON 3
8 Frederick Street Artarmon

9436 1233
artarmon3@storageking.com.au
www.artarmonstorage.com.au
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BEHIND CAMPBELLS
CASH AND CARRY

letter drops not to feed rabbits. Non-
compliance with that request has 
forced council to try trapping the rab-
bits through netting, which was not 
successful. 

That has left only one option for the 
removal and control of what is by defi-
nition a noxious pest – poisoning. 

As the North Shore Times reported: 
“Council staff will then attempt to 
socialise the rabbits with free feeding 
three times a week at a regular location 
before baiting takes place. The council 
estimated the works would take four to 
six weeks” before starting. This report 
did upset some people, which is very 
understandable.

Rubbish: Recently, an Artarmon 
resident attending a Council meeting 
commented on the rubbish in West 
Artarmon’s streets.

There is no council rubbish ser-
vice that roams the streets to collect 
“stranded” TVs, computers, sound sys-
tems or furniture.  

But there is the well-known quar-
terly collection service for – in turn 
– bulk vegetation waste, metal recy-
cling service and general clean up 
service.  Council annually circulates to 
each residence the calendar for these 
collections.

In addition, there is a chemical clean-
out (see www.cleanout.com.au) and 
Willoughby’s e-waste drop-off events, 
which are announced in advance.

There is also the “on call clean up”.  
For a small fee, two cubic metres of 
rubbish – about one box trailer load 
– can be collected. That includes old 
furniture, kitchen appliances, broken 
whitegoods and mattresses. Inquiries: 
9777 1000. 

- stuart.coppock@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

MD time bomb
This month is macular degeneration (MD) month and Artarmon Vision 

Specialist’s Stuart Schipp is urging everyone to have their eyes tested.
He told the Gazette at present there is no cure for MD but treatment can slow it 

down. Risk of MD increases with age, but smokers, anyone who takes aspirin daily, 
those who have had MD in the family and anyone over 80 are particularly at risk.

Stuart says: “early signs of MD might include trouble reading or watching tel-
evision and you may find that you need brighter lights to see clearly.

“MD causes slow deterioration of your central vision but the peripheral or side 
vision is not affected. A person suffering from macular degeneration may see the 
outline of a street sign but not what is written on the street sign.”

- Eva Wiland, Gazette editor
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Artarmon may not be as lucky as Dr Seuss’s Marvin K Mooney 
who could go by zike-bike, crunk-car or zumble-zay but we 
still have an impressive array of travel options. There are trains 

(if you can scale the station stairs), council shuttle buses, taxis and 
share cars, plus Artarmon lies at the hub of a significant network of 
walking and cycling routes.

When WCC analysed city-wide travel patterns, it found parts of east 
Artarmon had the city’s highest rate of car commuting. This prompted 
a “local motion” project last year to increase awareness and promote 
Artarmon households’ use of transport alternatives in the interests of 
cleaner air, less congestion and better heath.

 For those not captured by “local motion”, a certain mystery may still 
veil some Artarmon transport options. Many residents would have heard 
of new car share vehicles available in Artarmon and perhaps wondered 
how introducing more cars to Artarmon helps reduce our car dependence.

The logic of car sharing is that people can pay as they go for access 
to a car or second car rather 
than shouldering the substan-
tial one-off or annual costs of 
a car purchase, registration and 

insurance. Nor is the car constantly in the garage or driveway pleading: 
“Take me, take me!” every time you venture out. 

Car-share is particularly successful in higher density areas where 
parking is at a premium and car “pods” are within easy reach of most 
residents. GoGet introduced car sharing to Artarmon in 2008, five years 
after launching in Newtown. Their first two Artarmon cars were locat-
ed at the Cameron Ave carpark and Broughton Rd, both a stone’s throw 
from the station. This year, they have added five more cars at new loca-
tions in Francis, Hampden and Jersey roads.

“GoGet and Artarmon go really well together,” GoGet co-founder 
Bruce Jeffreys told the Gazette. “Car share grows out of the needs of 
the community. In Artarmon you see some great things coming togeth-
er: urban lifestyle, convenient and affordable transport, better ways of 
using our resources and residents who are embracing these options.”

GoGet members choose a scheme and pay a monthly fee plus an 
amount per km but no petrol costs. They book on-line, collect the car 
using a swipe card and purchase petrol with a card kept in the glove-
box. There are more than 100 GoGet members in Artarmon, including 
businesses, which use the sharing service for fleet management.

One Artarmon convert to car sharing is Adrian Shiel (pictured) who 
did the sums and sold his car. His regular use of share vehicles has 
included moving house, weekend get-aways and ferrying shopping from 
Chatswood. Stranded once with too much to carry he simply dialled up 
to book a nearby share car.

So car-share members are likely to consider what is the easiest, most 
efficient and economical choice for their trip rather than automatically 
taking a car. If they choose a car for journeys that require a car and pick 
public transport, cycling, walking or zumble-zay for other trips, they reduce 
their impacts on the community and environment. Car-sharing also allows 
choice of a car to fit the trip – say a small fuel-efficient car or possibly even 
an electric vehicle for people-transport but a van to move furniture. 

For links to more information on car sharing, the Artarmon loop 
shuttle service and public transport, cycling and walking in Willoughby 
go	to	Council’s	transport	web	page:	http://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/
community/Traffic---Transport.		

Artarmon’s wide transport choices 
by Alethea Morison

Quiz No 25 Answers

1. The Parish of St Thomas, North Sydney.

2. Archbishop JC Wright of Sydney.

3. 20 Broughton Rd.

4. The church was reconstructed and a steeple 

and bell tower added.

Compiled by Eva Wiland, Artarmon Gazette 

editor. Questions on page 3

Adrian swiping his card …

... and ready to roll
Photos: Neil Irvine
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ALWAYS ACTIVE HEALTH CLUB
Cardio Training Zone, Express Lane & Free Weights, Circuit & Stretch Studio

9412 1926 : www.alwaysactive.com.au

NOW OPEN
“ Burn It to Earn It ”

Foundation Membership 
incentive available until May 31st

Save up to $99 :  Sign Up today !
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Enter Club from Wilkes Ave
Take the stairs to Level 1 

•	 Congratulations	to	Artarmon	boutique	
brewer Beer Cartel at Unit 9, 87 Reserve 
Rd, who made it to the top 50 Australian 
start ups in the 2012 StartupSmart Awards.

•	 Artarmon	has	a	new	yoga	venue.	Yoga	
Pavillion in Elizabeth St, next to Gillespies, 
offering anti-gravity yoga.

•	 We	are	sorry	to	see	long-time	APA	supporters	
Barry Thompson and Kate Lamb go – they will 
not stand again at the September council elec-
tions. But unconfirmed reports have it at least 
one, if not two candidates, with very close ties to 
the APA may stand – so watch this space. 

•	 A	resident’s	car	number	plate	has	been	
stolen from her car in Pyrl Rd. Apparently, 
number plates are in demand for petrol 
thefts and crash-and grab robberies. 

•	 The	flame	trees	on	the	railway	embankment	on	
the south side of the railway station have been 
cut down, leaving an eyesore in the middle 
of Artarmon. When and if they’ll be replaced 
is anyone’s guess. The Gazette understands 
they were removed because of their seedpods, 
which may pose a risk to pedestrians.

* Send your news, views and reviews to: editor@
artarmonprogress.org.au;  tweet to @gazette_
editor; or “like” us on facebook/APAsite
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Throughout May: Willoughby Park Art & 

Recreation Centre is taking bookings 
for its term-2 program, starting in May. 
Several active and creative programs 
for adults are on offer, including yoga, 
gentle exercise, pilates, pottery, draw-
ing & painting and sculpture. Children’s 
programs include gymnastics, music & 
movement, dance and several creative 
classes such as pottery, mixed media 
and art. Exciting new classes for Term 
2 include ArtZone for kids who love to 
draw and paint and Back to Basics, 
a fat burning, strength-building cardio 
workout with easy-to-follow exercises. 
Term classes are offered at Willoughby 
Park Centre, Castle Cove Community 
Learning Centre, Northbridge Library and 
West Chatswood Community Learning 
Centre. Full program online: www.
willoughby.nsw.gov.au/willpark.html. 
Bookings and inquiries: (02) 9967 2917.   

Mon, 10:15-11am; 11:15am-12pm: 
Artarmon Library, pre-school story time. 

Tues, 9:30-10am; 10:30-11am: 
Willoughby City Library on The 
Concourse, Chatswood: baby bounce. 
Inquiries: 9777 7900.

May 13, 5pm: The Concourse, 
Chatswood. Looking through a glass 
onion with John Walters. Bookings: 
1300 795 012.

May 17, 3:30-7pm: Lower North Shore 
Volunteer Expo, Dougherty Community 
Centre, 7 Victor St, Chatswood.

May 17, 6:30-8pm: Reduce your 
waste line. The sustainability hub, 34 
Devonshire St, Chatswood. Inquiries: 
Tejinder Gill, 9777 7730.

May 19, 10am-4pm: Child & family 
Expo, Civic Pavilion, The Concourse.

May 30, 8pm: The Big Picture DVD night 
on sustainable and environmentally 
ethical living. The Concourse Library. 
Inquiries: Nicola Faith, 9777 7691.

June 2: Metropolitan Opera principal 
flute	Denis	Bouriakov,	The	Concourse.	
Bookings: 1300 795 012.

June 6, 6:30-8pm: Free energy sav-
ing workshop, Dougherty Centre, 
Chatswood. Bookings: 9777 1000.

June 8-17: The Concourse. English National 
Ballet. Bookings: 1300 795 012.

June 9-10, 9am-3pm: E-waste drop off: 
Bicentennial Reserve carpark, Small St, 
Willoughby.

June 13, 6:30-8pm: Free sustainable 
kitchen renovation workshop. Bookings: 
Felicity McCullum, 9777 1000.

June 29, 8pm; July 1, 2pm: Classic 
Spain, Willoughby Symphony season. 
Inquiries: 9020 6968.

July 5, 1-6pm: NAIDOC week at 
Chatswood Mall markets.



real estate news
By Rebecca Davis, Residential Sales, Marriott Lane Real Estate

CHOOSING THE BEST METHOD OF SALE

When deciding to sell your most valuable asset, your 
home, a crucial decision is the method of sale. This deci-
sion should be based entirely on what will achieve the best 
price. Whilst this is a decision that you will generally make 
with your agent, being aware of the pros and cons of each 
approach can help you to make an informed decision.

The three generally accepted methods of sale are auction, 
private treaty and tender. Private treaty is the predomi-
nant method across most states in Australia. Tender is 
used less commonly in residential sales, though “ex-
pressions of interest” (de-facto tenders) are increasing 
in popularity. The marketing campaign for all methods 
of sale should be virtually identical. The only difference 
between auction, private treaty and tender should be 
the cost of the auctioneer on the day, and this is minimal.

Auction

An auction is a public sale when prospective buyers 
come together to bid on your property, with the high-
est bidder buying the property (subject to the reserve 
price being met) on the fall of the hammer.

Auctions rely on competition for success, and are best 
in a strong market with rising prices. As a rule of thumb, 
a well located home that exemplifies what people gen-
erally want in that type of property is an ideal auction 
candidate. Auctions have been deemed to achieve a 

“fair market price” by our law courts, and make them 
the most suitable method for sale of properties where 
the seller has fiduciary responsibilities – eg. Deceased 
estate, court ordered sales.

In a competitive situation, the combination of buyer 
emotion and testosterone can often drive up the price 
beyond expectations. A four week auction campaign al-
lows full exploration of the market to find all potential 
buyers, and allows them time to get prepared, as a sale 
at auction is unconditional. A well placed vendor bid 
provides a platform for negotiation, setting a level at 
which the seller won’t sell.

Auction campaigns can be badly handled by inexperienced 
agents. Properties are often underquoted by agents in 
desperation to have bidders on the day, leading to buyers 
expecting to pay too little, or overquoted to win the list-
ing, with the agent hoping a “miracle buyer” will appear. 
Setting a “bidding price” that is reasonable provides a re-
alistic opportunity to sell when a pre-emptive offer is made. 

Private Treaty

Private treaty is where the seller sets an asking price 
and solicits offers. For a property which is indistinguish-
able from others on the market, the price is relatively 
easily determined, and is ideally suited to sale by private 
treaty. Private treaty also should be utilised in a poor 
market where you are seeking one good buyer and can 
pounce when they come along. If the pricing is correct, 
private treaty sales tend to be relatively simple. 

Whilst the price can be driven up with competition be-
tween parties, buyers often expect to negotiate prices 
down. If the price is not set correctly, the campaign can 
suffer: too high and you may have no buyers at all; too 
low and you have thrown away money. A private treaty 
sale (unlike an auction) is conditional until either the 
expiry of a cooling-off period, or a period of time during 
which the buyer makes enquiries. It can be difficult to 
determine whether you have found the best buyer, or 
should wait for someone else to come along, but being 
well researched and sure of the pricing will assist in 
making this decision when the time comes.

Tender 

A tender is where buyers submit their offers into a 
locked tender box by a preset deadline. A conforming 
tender is unconditional, on your contract terms, and 
constitutes an irrevocable offer which you can accept 
within the prescribed period. The buyers are encour-
aged to put their best foot forward for risk of losing the 
property, which often results in the winner paying far 
more than the second bidder. Tenders are commonly 
used in the sale of development sites and large com-
mercial properties as they offer complete transparency.

More information to assist you in deciding the method of 
sale is contained in a step-by-step guide through the selling 
process – Sell for More – written by my father Gil Davis. If you 
are considering selling, or know someone in the area who 
would like a no obligation appraisal of their property (and a 
free copy of the book), please call me on 0477 112 234.
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Sydney Auction Clearance Rates

According to RP Data, auction clearance rates in 
Sydney between 16 March 2012 – 15 April 2012 were 
54%, above the combined country clearance rate of 
50%, with 214 registered auctions. Of these sales, 
13% were sold prior to the auction date.


