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The Beaches Link and the associated 
Gore Hill Freeway connection are part 
of a multibillion-dollar project that 
includes the Western Harbour Tunnel 
and the Warringah Freeway upgrade. 
It will provide extra cross-harbour 
capacity and a motorway link to the 
northern beaches. 

NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian  
has said: “The Beaches Link will 
transform the way people move to and 
from the northern beaches, bypassing 
19 sets of traffic lights through The 
Spit, Mosman and Neutral Bay and  
help save up to 56 minutes between 
Dee Why and Sydney airport.” 

The forecast weekday traffic flow 
for the Beaches Link in 2037, 10 years 
after opening, is 65,000 vehicles split 
roughly 75% going south and 25% 
westbound (Artarmon) as it diverts  
one-third of traffic away from Spit  
and Warringah roads.

The Environmental Impact  
Statement (EIS) was released in 
December for public comment by 
March 1. Construction is planned to 
start in 2023 with completion by 2028. 
Despite the EIS’s length (10,000+ 
pages), many of the details are unclear 
and it is difficult to understand the 
entirety of the project. The following 
are some of the issues we have 
identified as affecting Artarmon.
Increased traffic

As the only other north shore entry/
exit point for the Beaches Link is 
in North Sydney, Artarmon will 
experience an increase in traffic through 
both its residential and industrial areas 
as traffic heads to and from Reserve 
Road. Because the Reserve Road 
ramps are already often congested, an 
extra north-bound lane is proposed, 

but it is unclear if it is for extra right-
turn capacity, which is needed in 
both directions.

Congestion will be further 
compounded by the lack of a right turn 
from Mowbray Road West onto Pacific 
Highway southbound. The Artarmon 
Progress Association (APA) continues 
to advocate for improvements to this 
intersection and proposes an additional 
link lane from Pacific Highway to Gore 
Hill Freeway and the Beaches Link. 
Use of local roads as arterial routes

An exit is proposed from the Beaches 
Link at Dickson Avenue to join Reserve 
Road and the Pacific Highway where 
traffic lights will be installed. It is 
unclear how these local roads will 
accommodate large traffic volumes, 
particularly the ‘four stop-sign’ 
intersection at Clarendon Street and 
Dickson Avenue.
Construction sites
• Flat Rock Gully Reserve will be a 

central tunnelling site so there will be 
a large number of truck movements. 

Many residents enjoy walking or 
cycling on the shared pathways 
through the Reserve bushland, 
which is part of a wildlife corridor 
through the north shore. Concerns 
about the environmental impact 
of the construction site include 
contamination of the soil and Flat 
Rock Creek and the impact on fauna. 

• Barton Road West, Dickson Avenue 
and Punch Street will be worksites  
so we can expect additional traffic 
and noise.

... continued on page 12
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Artarmon local awarded AM in Australia Day Honours
Artarmon resident and businessman John Peacock was among 

the 159 people appointed a Member (AM) of the Order of 
Australia (General Division) in the Australian honours system 
on Australia Day 2021. His citation was for “significant service 
to the associations and not-for-profit sectors through a range  
of initiatives”.

John lives in Artarmon and his business, Associations Forum, 
is in Hampden Road. As well as his professional role advising 
and training associations in Australia and overseas, he is a keen 

volunteer, including being a past president of the Artarmon Progress Association 
(1998 to 2001). He is now involved in Artarmon Village Inc, the local chamber of 
commerce. Congratulations, John on this honour and thank you for your service  
to our community.

FUTURE DATES
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GAZETTE Editorial
Welcome to 2021 and the Year of the Ox. This year is already looking better than 

2020. We did not start it being choked by smoke from bushfires, which took so 
many lives and did so much damage to homes, businesses and livelihoods. And we 
have the imminent arrival of Covid-19 vaccines, which will not solve the problem 
but will at least help to ease it. 

On the local front, the Beaches Link project is huge and very important to 
the Artarmon area. When finished, it will no doubt be of great benefit to people 
travelling to or from the northern beaches. But it will bring a lot more traffic to our 
area, especially during the four-year construction phase.

The state government has released the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
which, unfortunately, is a bit light on detail of some aspects of the project. The EIS 
is open for public comment until March 1 and the Artarmon Progress Association 
(APA) urges all residents and businesses to make a submission and to let us know 
your concerns so that we can make representations on your behalf. 

We have a couple of Artarmon notables being recognised. Keith Anderson has 
been named Willoughby City Council’s Citizen of the Year, and John Peacock was 
appointed a Member (AM) of the Order of Australia in the general division in the 
Australia Day Honours. Congratulations both! 

We have an update on the Artarmon Parkland Pavilion and Adrian Alexander has 
delved into the life of Richard Seldon, a mayor of Willoughby in the 1870s and 1880s.

Our local pharmacist Nick Logan spells out what we can expect from the 
Covid-19 vaccine rollout and our Neighbourhood Watch writers give some helpful 
clues about deterring burglars.

There is quite a lot going on in Artarmon and we are already off to a good start. 
Here is to a great year for our neighbourhood.                      
       Winsome Byrne, Editor

APA Public Information Meeting
Please join us at our

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING 
At Artarmon Library Hall, 139 Artarmon Road 

Wednesday, 17 March 2021, 7.45pm - 9.00pm
Dr Bruce Cooper will provide  
a clinician’s perspective of the

HERBERT STREET PRECINCT REDEVELOPMENT
and PLANNING FOR THE RNSH CAMPUS

mailto:publisher@artarmonprogress.org.au
mailto:editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
mailto:editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
mailto:meredith@shimmin.com.au
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A note from the President by Georgina Roussac

Welcome to 
the first edition 
of the Gazette 
for 2021.  

This year 
we will see 
more Hi-Vis 
vests around 
the Artarmon 
shopping area. 
Construction 

of a raised pedestrian crossing on 
Elizabeth Street at Wilkes Avenue 
began in January and is expected 
to take about three months. Once 
complete, streetscape improvements to 
Wilkes Avenue plaza will start. They 
will include new street furniture and 
decorative lighting. The plaza upgrade 
work will take about two months. 

Stage one of the Artarmon Local 
Centres Public Domain Master Plan 
starts in March. Traffic calming 
measures will be installed in Elizabeth 
Street, Hampden Road (near the Brand 
Street roundabout) and McMillan Road 
as well as minor works on Francis, 
Broughton and Jersey roads. 

The much-awaited stage two of 
the master plan will provide a toilet/
amenity block in Hampden Road (near 
the train station lift) and the installation 

of traffic and pedestrian signals at the 
intersection of Broughton and Hampden 
roads. Stage two work will now start 
in November (originally scheduled for 
April) due to delays in approvals from 
Sydney Trains (where the amenities 
block will be located) and Transport for 
NSW (for the traffic signals).

In March, Mirvac is scheduled to 
start demolition of the 233 metre TX 
Australia transmission tower that 
adjoins the Channel 9 site on Artarmon 
Road. This complex task is expected to 
take most of the year. 

The Artarmon Progress Association 
(APA) will be considering key priorities 
and focus areas for the year ahead. 
These include responding to known 
projects, such as the Herbert Street 
Precinct development (Royal North 
Shore Hospital), but also taking up 
resident concerns and community 
interests. The APA and Artarmon 
businesses will also be planning a 
community event as soon as  
Covid-19 permits.

If you would like to become more 
aware of what is happening in your 
neighbourhood, please join us by 
sending an email to membership@
artarmonprogress.org.au. It is always 
terrific to hear views from across the 

community. Diverse opinions lead to 
better outcomes.

I recently came across this poem and 
loved it so thought I would share it.

A Smile 
Jez Alborough

Smiling is infectious,
you catch it like the flu.
When someone smiled at me today
I started smiling too.
I passed around the corner
and someone saw my grin.
When he smiled, I realised
I’d passed it on to him.
I thought about my smile and then
I realised its worth.
A single smile like mine could travel
right around the earth.
If you feel a smile begin,
don’t leave it undetected.
Let’s start an epidemic quick
and get the world infected.

Note: ‘A Smile’ is often wrongly 
attributed to Spike Milligan.  
It was written by Jez Alborough.  
Poem published with permission  
from the author.

WE WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS

The APA is an active community organisation that has been advocating on behalf of residents 
and businesses in Artarmon since 1906.  Membership is FREE and benefits are numerous:

•  Keep up to date on local issues •   Strengthen the community’s voice
•   Shape local outcomes •   Meet new people

To join email your name and address to membership@artarmonprogress.org.au.

LETTERS TO  
THE EDITOR

I would like to thank the APA for 
your assistance in helping us have No 
Parking signs placed on each side of 
our driveway at 182-190 Hampden Rd. 
We had been requesting these from the 
Council for quite a long time, without 
success. The APA helped the Council 
see that the situation with large vehicles 
parked close to the driveway and 

blocking the sight of drivers exiting our  
block was creating a very dangerous 
situation. Thank you APA!!                      

Chris McManis, Artarmon

I am very concerned about the 
removal of the pedestrian refuge in 
Hampden Road as I use this route to 
safely cross a very busy road.

I shop at either Artarmon shops or 
walk to the Artarmon station, always on 
the right-hand side, as I find crossing 

Barton Road very dangerous. I am 
elderly and live in Hampden Road 
and am concerned I will become 
housebound. I really like to be out  
and about as much as possible.

Of course, I’m not the only resident 
using the refuge island. Children at 
Artarmon school do, too. I feel as 
though pedestrians are becoming the 
forgotten members of the community.

Valerie Clark, Artarmon

Photo : APS
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Back to the playground
by Ann-Marie Cahill

Last year was a surprise for students, 
teachers and parents. It started with 
the bushfire smoke still lingering 
around the area. We were then hit with 
Covid-19, lockdowns and ‘learning 
from home’. No one knew the impact it 
would have on us, individually and as 
a community. Focusing on the positive 
(without forgetting the hardships), 
one of our greatest achievements in 
2020 was the support we showed 
one another. 

Artarmon Public School has now 
returned for 2021 and we take many 
lessons with us into the new year.  
Some are obvious: face masks 
on public transport; anti-bacterial 
handwash in every room (and school 
bag); 1.5m physical distancing; and QR 
codes on every door. Australia is luckier 
than most countries where the new 
school protocols are vastly different. 
We are fortunate still to be able to send 
our kids to school and enjoy after-
school activities.

There are also subtle changes in 
2021. The cost of back-to-school 
shopping has gone up, with a large 
proportion spent on technology. 
Seriously, who has not bought a new 

computer or tablet in 
the past 12 months? 
Affordability has 
not improved but 
the risk of a snap 
return to lockdown 
has left the ghost 
of online learning 
haunting many floors/
study desks/kitchen 
benches. 

Fortunately, the 
school stationery 
list for APS has not changed much 
in the past year. As I pack the eight 
glue sticks into my child’s school bag 
(now understanding how all eight 
will be used during the school year), 
I also appreciate the generosity of our 
community in Artarmon. If not for the 
donation of iPads to the school a few 
years ago, home learning would have 
been a very different situation. Not only 
was I confident in my child’s ability to 
manage her online learning, I was also 
reassured by the school’s support to 
families in need of the devices. 

A few years back, APS was given 
the iPads by a family at the school. 
The devices have been used across 

all disciplines: from programming 
with robots to research skills and even 
some movie making (with the usual 
schoolyard hilarity). As the students 
grow, so does the technology and the 
learning opportunities available. If 
home learning has taught me anything, 
it is that I need to go back to school to 
update my tech skills. 

No one knows what 2021 will bring 
to our school year. However, I am 
confident we can adapt to support our 
community and our school. Whether 
it is an extra bottle of hand sanitiser 
or the Idiot’s Guide to iPad and iPad 
Pro, we can all find ways to support 
one another. 

Keith Anderson awarded Citizen of the Year by John Peacock and Georgie Roussac

Keith Anderson 
of Artarmon 
was named 
Willoughby City 
Council’s Citizen 
of the Year at the 
Australia Day 
Awards ceremony 
on 26 January 
2021. Keith 

attended the ceremony with his son and 
daughter-in-law, Geoff and Martina 
Anderson, plus grandsons Matthew and 
Benjamin. Unfortunately, Keith’s wife, 
Annette, was unable to attend, as was 
Keith and Annette’s daughter Ros who 
lives in Western Australia.

The Citizen of the Year Award 
recognises community members who, 
through long-term residency and 
continuous involvement, have made a 
significant difference and contribution 
to the wellbeing of the community 
through personal service. 

Keith and Annette have lived in 
Artarmon for 56 years and Keith has 
dedicated an enormous amount of time 
and energy to our community. Keith, 
whose career was in banking, has 
held numerous roles on the Artarmon 
Progress Association (APA) committee, 
including vice president from 1998 
to 2001 and president from 2001 to 
2004. Keith continues to be an active 
member, delivering copies of the 
Artarmon Gazette to households and 
businesses, and contributing ideas and 
views on community issues. 

As well as his work for Artarmon, 
Keith was active in community and 
development matters in Waverton 
where he grew up. He also volunteered 
with the Pink Ladies at Royal North 
Shore Hospital for more than 25 years. 

Keith was humbled by the award. 
“I could not have imagined receiving 
such an award  - far beyond my 
wildest dreams. To have shared such 

a significant event on Australia Day 
2021 with the many dignitaries present 
and other awardees was, indeed, a 
special privilege. It goes without 
saying that I could not have achieved 
any recognition in my efforts for 
the betterment of Artarmon over the 
many years without the support of the 
Artarmon Progress Association and 
its executive officers who are entitled 
to share this honour. The association 
has a long-standing record of working 
and co-operating with the council in 
efforts on behalf of the community for 
the enhancement of our ‘village’ and 
protection of the special environment in 
which we are fortunate to be resident. 
Indeed, the whole of postcode 2064, 
all the sectors of which - the industrial 
area, west side, east side and the village  
- together, comprise an inter-dependent, 
integrated unit.”
Congratulations Keith.  
A well-deserved honour.

Photo : APS
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Plans for the partial demolition, 
adaptive re-use and refurbishment of the 
former Artarmon bowling clubhouse 
are now available as a development 
application by Willoughby City Council. 

The proposed design includes 
a covered patio for park users for 
events such as birthday parties, public 
meetings, farmers’ markets. A glass-
walled community room can be booked 
for indoor activities such as community 
workshops, yoga, dance and exercise 
classes. There is storage space for those 
hiring the room. 

The large kitchen on the northern 
side will be completely modernised, 
and a covered deck will replace the 
bar and lounge on the southern side, 
with an amphitheatre and stairs down 
to the existing new playground. Public 
toilets (male, female and disabled toilet 
plus baby-changing facilities) will be 
accessible from the deck. Accessibility 
will be greatly improved, with new 
ramps from Burra Road and from the 
deck down to the playground. There 
will also be an accessible drop-off point 
at the front of the building.

At its December meeting, the Council 
resolved to list the site on the local 
heritage register for its historic, social 
and representative significance. The 
Heritage Impact Statement notes: “From 
the beginning in 1954, women were 
playing as equals on the bowling green, 
which was extraordinarily progressive at 
that time”. The original honour boards 
will be retained, other memorabilia 
displayed, an archival recording 

prepared, and an interpretation 
strategy devised to recognise the social 
significance of the club.

The Council has adopted many of 
the sustainability recommendations 
provided in feedback from the 
Artarmon Progress Association (APA) 
and Willoughby South Progress 
Association, including solar panels, 
overhead fans, and retention of the 
wooden floor in the community room. 
The Council has also incorporated the 
associations’ suggestions for an external 
handbasin with bubblers, an internal 
toilet for community room users, and 
an extra servery from the kitchen to 
the patio. 

Unfortunately, the proposed 
community room is only 67m2, about 
half the original size, which will limit 
the number of users and result in 
demolition of part of the wooden floor. 
In addition, the large, covered patio does 
not connect directly to the kitchen. For 
those wishing to take food from kitchen 
to guests on the patio, this would mean 
having to go down one flight then up 
two flights of stairs.

The APA intends to make a 
submission on the DA (DA-2012/5), 
which is open for public comment until 
16 March.
https://www.haveyoursaywilloughby.
com.au/artparkpav-design2020 for 
background to proposal.
https://eplanning.willoughby.nsw.gov.
au/pages/xc.track/searchapplication.
aspx?id=506860 for the DA.

Artarmon Parklands pavilion design / Source: Willoughby City Council

Have your say on the Artarmon 
Parklands pavilion DA by Judy Simpson 

 

Volunteer Artarmon Gazette deliverers needed
We are keen to reduce the workload of some of our existing volunteers. The Artarmon Gazette is delivered to every residence in 

Artarmon and Gore Hill. If you can help, please contact us at editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

All you need 
to know about 
Covid-19 
vaccinations
By Nick Logan B.Pharm.

Voluntary Covid-19 vaccines will 
soon be available free to all Australians 
16 years and over. It will also be 
recommended for some people under 
the age of 16. Full vaccination will 
include two injections.

The Australian government requires 
robust scientific data and analysis 
before supporting any vaccine and 
takes its advice from two groups:
• The Covid-19 Vaccine and 

Treatments for Australia – Science 
and Industry Technical Advisory 
Group

• The Australian Technical Advisory 
Group on Immunisation (ATAGI)
Vaccines are tested extensively 

during development and then on 
thousands of people. Testing begins 
with laboratory research, then in animal 
studies and finally human clinical trials. 
Clinical trials must provide scientific 
evidence that the benefits of a vaccine 
greatly outweigh any risks.

Before a Covid-19 vaccine is 
approved for use in Australia, it 
must pass the Therapeutic Goods 
Administration’s rigorous assessment 
and approval processes. This is a 
comprehensive six-stage process with 
no exceptions and includes assessment 
of its safety, quality and effectiveness. 
Only after this process is complete can 
a manufacturer apply to register the 
vaccine for use in Australia.

In the meantime, everyone still 
needs to:
• practise good hygiene
• maintain physical distance
• stay home if you are sick and 

get tested
• download the COVIDSafe app

https://www.haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au/artparkpav-design2020
https://www.haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au/artparkpav-design2020
https://eplanning.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/pages/xc.track/searchapplication.aspx?id=506860
https://eplanning.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/pages/xc.track/searchapplication.aspx?id=506860
https://eplanning.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/pages/xc.track/searchapplication.aspx?id=506860
mailto:editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
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Our community garden at the old Artarmon Bowling Club and the superb natural 
bushland in Artarmon Reserve, all part of the Artarmon Parklands, are now a focus 
as well as featuring traditional sustainability themes of energy, water and waste. 

Artarmon Parklands Community Garden  by Glenda Hewitt

Nurturing the community garden 
through summer is always a challenge 
but thanks to garden members and 
friends of the garden (and a period of 
good rain), it is continuing to thrive.

The summer harvest included 
zucchinis, tomatoes, lettuce, beans 
and melons that were shared among 
those who worked in the garden. The 
gardeners have also been exploring 
ways of to provide excess produce to 
local families who might find it helpful 
to have some fresh veggies from time 
to time. 

But it must also be noted that some 
produce went ‘missing’. People are 
welcome to share but it is important 
that produce is harvested at the right 
time and that those who put so many 
hours  into the garden  - and who are  
all volunteers  - manage the harvesting 
and distribution.

During the January 
heatwave, it was all hands 
on deck to keep up the 
watering. As water does not 
absorb well in the sandy soil 
of the former bowling club 
green, it will take years of 
mulching and care to build 
up a good soil base. The 
gardeners are progressively 
applying mulch and manure 
but, in the meantime, 
volunteers add precious 
water regularly to ensure the 
plants have what they need. 
Gardens are a long-term 
proposition and water (in 
the right quantities) is the 
gardener’s friend. Such a 
precious resource.

As part of the soil 
improvement strategy, there 
are compost bins and a 
worm farm on the edge of 
the garden. You are welcome 
to contribute vegetable 
scraps but please read the 
signs about what not to put 
in the bins. 
The best thing is, if you 

want to contribute to the compost bins 
or worm farm, first check the internet 
so you know what you are doing. There 
is a lot of good information on the 
web about how to build compost the 
right way.

And on the subject of compost, 
‘compostable’ plastic bags do not break 
down in the bins. They need sunlight. 
No plastic bags at all should be thrown 
in the compost bins or worm farm.

The community garden area is 
council land and consists of one half of 
the top bowling green. The other half of 
the top green is grassed, so to assist the 
Council, the gardeners also spend time 
keeping that area clean and weeded and 
free of picnic rubbish.

On the weekend of 20-21 March, 
the Artarmon Parklands Community 
Garden gardeners will be participating 

in the Sydney Edible Garden Trail. 
For more details about this check this 
website sydneyediblegardentrail.com. 
You can also email Glenda Hewitt 
ArtarmonCommunityGardensSec@
gmail.com for more information about 
how to get involved in the Artarmon 
Parklands Community Garden. It is a 
garden for everyone, a place within the 
community to contribute, share, learn 
and play.
Cooling our streets and suburb 

On days such as last Australia Day 
we can really feel the benefit of our 
wonderful canopy of street trees. 
When walking along the footpaths in 
Artarmon it is significantly cooler in 
the shade, protected from the direct 
sun on the concrete. If you have 
wondered about the types or possible 
age of the trees in your street or are 
looking for inspiration or guidance 
on tree selection for your place, the 
Willoughby Street Tree Master Plan 
has extensive information on existing 
trees and tree selection for each street. 
Search for ‘trees species selection’ on 
the Willoughby City Council website  
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/.

Katrina Ellis shows off some of the summer harvest  
/ Photo: Glenda Hewitt

Cartoon: Wendy Bishop

http://sydneyediblegardentrail.com
mailto:ArtarmonCommunityGardensSec@gmail.com
mailto:ArtarmonCommunityGardensSec@gmail.com
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/
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Artarmon mayors of Willoughby past  - part 3 
by Adrian Alexander

Richard Seldon (1816-1885)
Seldon was a councillor (1875 

to 1885) of the North Willoughby 
Municipality (which included the 
present Lane Cove Council) and 
served as mayor from 1880 to 1883. 
Seldon succeeded in mid-1875 in 
convincing the NSW government to 
take responsibility for maintenance of 
the Pacific Highway. This encouraged 
him to stand for Council. 
The Visionary

Seldon campaigned in early 1880s 
for the construction of a high-level 
bridge from Dawes Point to Milsons 
Point. It was another 50 years before 
the bridge was built. He would have 
been surprised at the scale of bridge 
eventually constructed.

Just before his death in April 1885, 
Seldon was campaigning for a tramway 
and steam ferries to service the North 
Shore. Both eventually were provided.
The Man of the Seas

Seldon was born in Pyworthy 
Devonshire England in 1816. He 
arrived in Australia in 1838 as a 
22 year old describing himself as 
an agriculturalist. By 1840, he had 
become a seaman, working on ships in 
Australian and New Zealand waters for 
two years before joining ships plying 
between Australia and the United 
Kingdom. He worked his way up the 
ranks and in March 1851, at the age of 
45 and after 11 years at sea, he obtained 
his London registered, Master Mariner 
Certificate of Competency in the British 
Merchant Service.

Returning to Australia in 1851, he 
captained ships sailing between Sydney, 
Melbourne, Newcastle, other NSW 
coastal communities and New Zealand. 
By the 1860s, he was the owner of 
a number of ships or in partnership 
with others.
Family

In 1855, Seldon, aged 39, married 
24 year old Elizabeth McEvoy at 
Morphett, NSW. They had two 
children, John and Richard. Richard 
died at about 18 months old. This 
caused a lot of distress for Elizabeth.  
A medical episode in 1863 resulted 
in her death ‘from fits caused by 
excitement’ at the age of 31.

Seldon remarried in 1864, aged 48, 
to 31 year old Sarah Hyland. They had 
six children, Henry, Matilda, Elizabeth, 
Florence, Edith and William. The 
Seldon family moved into ‘Carlotta 
Cottage’, Artarmon in 1877. Sarah died 
there in 1883 aged 52 years. 

Seldon died in April 1885, aged 
68, while attending a banquet at 
the Masonic Hall in Walker Street 
North Sydney. 

Seldon was well respected in the 
community. His 13 year old daughter 
Elizabeth recorded in her diary, ‘It was 
a very large funeral. Most flags in the 
harbour were at half-mast and nearly all 
shops closed.’

She also recorded the deliberations of 
the family and trustees as to where the 
Seldon children should reside. It was 
decided that the youngest children, then 
aged five to 17 years (the eldest was 27 
and married), would stay together but 
should not live at ‘Carlotta Cottage’. By 
August 1885, they had rented a house 
in Ashfield and employed a lady to 
manage the household and the younger 
children. This arrangement lasted until 
February 1886 when the family moved 
back to ‘Carlotta Cottage’.           
Carlotta Cottage

In 1877, Seldon bought 110 acres 
in the Artarmon industrial area from 
the Ellen Ffrench, widow of JHOGP 
Ffrench (William Gore’s grandson) for 
£2495 and sold the property in 1880 
to George Whiting for £12,000. This 
profitable transaction provided Seldon 
with additional capital for his future 
property trading activities. 

He bought back from Whiting the 
two acres on which ‘Carlotta Cottage’ 
was situated, for his family’s use. The 
house was on the corner of Carlotta and 
Clarendon streets. It remained in the 
Seldon estate until 1902. 
Gladstone House

In 1881, Seldon bought 6½ acres in 
Lane Cove on the Pacific Highway at 
the corner of Osborne Road (opposite 
Hotham Parade) on which he built a  
13-room house of brick and stone 
which he called Gladstone House. 
Initially, it was rented at £150 a year. 
In 1900, the property was sold to the 
Reverend Mary MacKillop’s Sisters of 
St Joseph for a girls home.

The Businessman
In 1856, Seldon leased the Hope & 

Anchor Inn on the corner of Druitt 
Street and Sussex Streets Sydney.  
He owned it for 22 years until it was 
sold to his close friend and business 
partner John Mill Hancock in 1878. 

As well as owning the inn,  
Seldon operated a shipping business 
with Hancock. Seldon owned, or had a 
part interest in, the schooner Elizabeth 
Seldon, the brig Vision and the schooner 
Koh-i-Noor. The Elizabeth Seldon was 
wrecked in 1861 off Norah Heads, 
while sailing to Newcastle. Seldon sold 
his shipping interest to Hancock in 
1869.  
The Landowner 

After the sale of his business interests 
and his profitable Artarmon property 
dealings with Mrs Ffrench, Seldon 
concentrated on trading in land on the 
North Shore. He bought properties in 
North Sydney, Greenwich, Lane Cove, 
Chatswood, Roseville, Lindfield and 
Sugarloaf Bay. He owned about 85 
acres at the time of his death.

Most of Seldon’s property 
transactions were small subdivisions 
of five to 10 acres. Some of his land 
dealings were opportunistic. One of  
60 acres and another of 320 acres were 
bought and on-sold very quickly at 
a profit. 
Seldon Deceased Estate

At the time of Seldon’s death in 1885, 
he owned 28 properties. His estate’s 
net assets were £18,288 ($2.5million in 
2020 dollars).

Richard Seldon 1816 - 1885/ 
Source:https://abc17603.wordpress.

com/history/people/seldon/ image credit: 
Willoughby 50 years 1865-1915

https://abc17603.wordpress.com/history/people/seldon/
https://abc17603.wordpress.com/history/people/seldon/
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Artarmon Village

If you have a 
craving for some 
quality coffee 
and yummy 
cakes, your one-
stop solution is 
Inter Desserts, 
a favourite part 
of Artarmon. 
Ian Huntley is 
the founder and 

owner of this popular and successful 
retail and wholesale patisserie. As well 
as retail customers coming daily from 
across the north shore to buy cakes, he 
has third-party wholesale distributors 
from Sydney to Newcastle. 

Originally from Surrey in the UK,  
Ian initially trained and worked as a 
pastry chef. He migrated to Australia in 
1986 at the age of 21 and worked in the 
hotel industry.

Ian started Inter Desserts in Curl Curl 
in 1990, supplying pastries and desserts 

to the airline and hospitality industries. 
By 1998, the business had grown and 
moved to larger premises in Brookvale 
where he had a team of 40. 

In 2003 he opened a shop in Seaforth 
and in 2006 bought an existing 
business, La Boulangerie, at the present 
site in Francis Road, Artarmon.

After this rapid growth and success, 
Ian sold most of his commercial 
businesses in 2007 and in 2008 sold 
the Seaforth shop. The Francis Road 
premises were re-branded as Inter 
Desserts in 2011.

Today, Inter Desserts serves the 
community with his mouth-watering 
pastries and beverages with the 
help of his team of 12. “We spend 
time listening to customers and 
understanding and adapting to the latest 
tastes and trends,” says Ian Huntley. 
“Our goal is to make sure our customers 
get the freshest products and we

continue the production round the  
clock to achieve this.”

Ian and his family live on the 
northern beaches. As well as running 
his own business, he is the chair of 
judges for professional bakery at the 
Royal Agricultural Society of NSW and 
the chief examiner for a French cuisine 
school. As vice president of Artarmon 
Village Inc, Ian also devotes time to 
upgrading Artarmon.

Ian is delighted to have a business in 
Artarmon. “I have a special place in my 
heart for Artarmon with its close-knit 
community,” he says. “It is a pleasure 
to work with friendly customers in a 
convenient location near Artarmon 
Station. Through Artarmon Village Inc 
as our local chamber of commerce,  
I am keen to see more successful 
businesses with even more customers.”

Inter Desserts has recently developed 
a website for the business. The website 
is http://interdesserts.com.au/.

‘Our taste speaks for itself’
    by Anshul Aggarwal

Monday - Wednesday 6.30am - 5pm
Thursday - Friday 6.30am - 5.30pm
Saturday - 7am - 4pm
Sunday 7.30am - 2.30pm

2/130 Hampden Rd, Artarmon NSW  |  02 9411 8088 
www.interdesserts.com.au

“Judy and the family were so very 
impressed with her 90th birthday 
cake. Thank you for all your hard 
work on this masterpiece!”

http://interdesserts.com.au/
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Artarmon Village Inc - supporting  
our local shopping precinct

Artarmon Village Inc is the area’s 
chamber of commerce. We represent 
local businesses, particularly retailers, 
and provide a voice to Willoughby City 
Council and other authorities on matters 
to help your shops offer even better 
services and facilities.

Artarmon Village Inc is giving  
feedback to the Council on its proposal 
to redevelop the shopping precinct. 
Work has started around Wilkes 
Avenue and plans have been presented 
about changes to the Hampden Road 
shopping strip.

We have ideas about using and 
repurposing the Village Green, the 
grassed area north of the railway exit 
in Hampden Road. What attractions do 
you think would bring more shoppers 
to Artarmon? Perhaps small outdoor 
areas for brief concerts or performances 
or farmers’ markets? Other ideas from 
our brainstorming include a pop-up 
coffee shop.

The most significant change is for  
the traffic lights and pedestrian crossing 
at the station entrance to be moved 
along Hampden Rd to the Broughton 
Road corner. 

Empty shops are a downer for 
shopping strips. Although it appears 
rents have fallen in recent months, 
so has the confidence to start a 
new business.

Businesses are hurting from roadwork 
delays. Recently Brand Street traffic 
was interrupted for weeks and now 
Elizabeth Street has been partly 
blocked for work on Wilkes Avenue. 
Artarmon Village Inc has complained 
to Willoughby City Council about the 
most recent Elizabeth Street and Wilkes 
Avenue blockage where there seems to 
have been no progress for five weeks.

We are frustrated that there are no 
public toilets at Artarmon. We have 
been requesting this for many years and 
still they are only on the plans. In our 

future representations to the Council, 
we will be pressing this case yet again.

We hope that the worst of the 
Covid-19 pandemic is over. It is great 
that most of our local businesses have 
survived, even though few have thrived. 
For food and beverage outlets, we hope 
the new developments will allow for 
more outdoor dining for everyone’s 
convenience and pleasure.

For local offers and events follow us  
on Facebook: @artarmonvillage.

If you would like to get involved in our 
committee and have some time on your 
hands, new ideas are most welcome.  
We would love to hear from you.

Feedback from residents and shoppers 
about the shopping strip is important. 
We’d love to know what our supportive 
customers think of any local retailing 
matter - positive and negative. Your 
comments are most welcome at  
artarmonvillage@gmail.com.

 Are you ready for paperless prescriptions?
Australia is currently transitioning to digital scripts

Your GP can now send you your scripts as a token via 
SMS or email
Soon you will be able to grant your pharmacy access        
to your digital scripts and do away with the tokens
Our free MedAdvisor app streamlines and organises    
this process
Your doctor will still be able to print off paper scripts       
if required
Ask our friendly team if you have any questions or     
need help

mailto:artarmonvillage@gmail.com
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Artarmon 
Parklands

The Council 
is working 
hard behind the 
scenes to deliver 
an exciting 
new facility at 
the Artarmon 

Parklands Reserve. The development 
application for the new pavilion is open 
for your comments until 16 March. 
Following an application nominating 
the former bowling clubhouse as a 
local heritage item, the Council has 
resolved to include it as an item of 
local heritage significance in the draft 
Willoughby Local Environmental Plan. 
Keep up to date on our website: www.
haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au/

Brand Street works
Sydney Water finished major utility 

works in Brand Street in December 
that caused traffic disruptions. We will 
experience the same again in April. 
Transport for NSW has advised it 
will be doing work for Sydney Metro 
that will have similar effects in Brand 

Street. Visit www.sydneymetro.info  
for further details.

 Artarmon bus
The free Artarmon Loop shuttle bus 

from St Leonards station through the 
Artarmon industrial area is back after 
the Christmas break. The service aims 
to encourage public transport. It runs 
every 7-15 minutes in peak hour and 
every 30 minutes in non-peak. During 
off-peak periods, the route extends to 
Artarmon station, Artarmon shops and 
the Royal North Shore Hospital. See 
our website for more details.

Artarmon Library
I was pleased to see the Artarmon and 

other branch libraries reopen at the end 
of last year. Drop in for all your reading 
requirements or to use the PCs or free 
WiFi. The opening hours are on the 
library website: libraries.willoughby.
nsw.gov.au And email the staff if 
you have any questions: library@
willoughby.nsw.gov.au.

Tunnel and freeway
I’m keeping a close eye on two 

projects: the Western Harbour Tunnel 

and Warringah Freeway Upgrade 
(WHT/WFU) and the Beaches Link 
and Gore Hill Freeway Connection 
(formerly referred to as the northern 
beaches tunnel).

The first was approved by the 
Minister for Planning and Public 
Spaces on 21 January. With the support 
of various progress associations, 
including Artarmon, the Council 
lobbied for better outcomes for the 
community. Concerns included changes 
to the Brook and Miller streets ramps 
and ‘active transport’ (walking and 
cycling) infrastructure. While the 
changes to ramps will go ahead, a 
condition of the approval (Condition 
E195) is that an active transport 
review be prepared in consultation 
with relevant councils, Bicycle NSW 
and Bike North. The review must 
assess active transport infrastructure 
within at least 500m of the Warringah 
Freeway corridor, and the results must 
be given to the Planning Secretary for 
approval within 12 months of the start 
of construction. The Council looks 
forward to working with the project 
team on this review.

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...

Website: marriottlane.com.au   |   Phone: 02 9906 2300   |   Office: 61-63 Alexander Street, Crows Nest NSW 2065

BEST PRACTICE PROPERTY  
MANAGEMENT DESCRIBED 
From our long association with Owners of 
residential real estate we have gained a clear 
insight into what they are looking for from their 
Property Management Agent.
Initially, they may start thinking they want the 
highest rent and lowest fees. However, on true 
reflection their prioritised list would more likely 
look something like this:
• Protection of the property – not harmed  

by the tenant, kept safe and secure, repairs 
carried out to prevent damage, correct 
insurance

• Fair and reliable income – market rent, no 
arrears, short vacancy, rental increases in 
the future, suggestions for cost effective 
improvements

• Confidence – that they can trust their 
interests are being looked after, great two-
way communication resulting in a feeling of 
relaxed confidence

• A happy tenant – knowing that the tenant 
appreciates living in your property and is 
being treated with respect by your agent

• Value for money – fair fees, fair tradespeople 
costs, regular rent increases, a feeling that 
your investment is managed as though it was 
owned by the agent

• Redress – a guarantee that means  
something tangible plus a ‘if we mess up,  
we fix up’ culture

To deliver these results, there are many things 
the Agent must get right. Some of them are 
very important. Most problems in property 
management begin with selection of a poor 
tenant. Therefore, focus on finding a good 
tenant, preparing a comprehensive initial 
condition report, conducting regular inspections 
of the property, being vigilant about arrears, 
proactive with repairs and reviewing rent at 
regular intervals. Also, all of the time initiating 
useful communication with the Owners and 
Tenants and returning calls promptly.

250+ Google reviews 
with a 4.8 star rating
‘Marriott has always provided solid, efficient 
and friendly service over many years and are 
always  proactive in keeping our investment 
property well maintained with excellent 
communication, professionalism and quick, 
quality tenant success.’

Mrs Fretze

http://www.haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au/
http://www.haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au/
http://libraries.willoughby.nsw.gov.au
http://libraries.willoughby.nsw.gov.au
mailto:library@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
mailto:library@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
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Meanwhile, the Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) for the Beaches 
Link was released in December. I wrote 
to the Premier and relevant ministers to 
express the Council’s disappointment 
at the short turnaround time in which to 
comment. I am asking for an extension 
to the March deadline to allow the 
community and the Council enough 
time to properly consider it and make a 
submission. Given the various impacts, 
including on local traffic, I encourage 
you to make your own submission to 
the Department of Planning, Industry 
and Environment.  
- gail.giles-gidney@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Happy Lunar  
New Year!

Willoughby 
City Council 
will provide a 
collection of 
Covid-safe events 
to celebrate 
luck, prosperity 

and good health for the year ahead. 
Activities include the ‘Prosperity 
House’, ‘Desserts in Chatswood for a 

sweet future’ and ‘Lion Dances’ etc. Do 
not forget to bring your family along 
and observe Covid-safe measures.
Ecological burns

Artarmon Reserve and Flat Rock 
Gully are scheduled for ecological 
burns as part of these areas are regarded 
as bushfire prone. To reduce the risks, 
burns are prepared and carried out 
by qualified bushland field staff and 
Fire and Rescue NSW. The timing 
and scheduling of burns will depend 
on weather conditions and residents 
will be contacted via post closer to 
proposed dates.
Dismantling of the  
Channel 9 television tower

TThe new owner of the Channel 9 
site, Mirvac Group, briefed the mayor 
and councillor from the Naremburn 
ward on the process to dismantle the 
substantial telecommunications tower 
at 15 Richmond Avenue Willoughby. 
Mirvac’s senior development manager 
and the general manager for residential 
development NSW presented a 
summary of the process for contact with 
immediately surrounding residents, and 

the communication and consultation 
strategy and program. Demolition will 
begin in early 2021 and a five-storey 
building will be constructed on the site.

Wilkes Avenue and  
Hampden Road upgrade

The contract to upgrade Wilkes 
Avenue was awarded in November 
and work started early this year. It is 
estimated to be completed by late April 
2021. The first stage will be traffic 
calming works in the local centre, 
including kerb blisters and pedestrian 
crossing points, raised thresholds and 
speed humps. This work is expected to 
be finished by mid-2021.

Work on the eastern side of Hampden 
Road, adjacent to the railway line, 
includes a linear park around the 
entrance to the railway; construction of 
public toilets; and installation of traffic 
lights at the intersection of Broughton 
and Hampden roads.

I welcome your thoughts on current 
issues, so please send me your feedback 
at christine.tuon@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...

North Shore Emergency Service  
Just Got Even Better

Open 24/7 @ 57-63 Herbert Street, Artarmon
Undercover parking and lift access off Punch Street

We are so excited that we have improved the level of Veterinary Knowledge and skill at North Shore 
Vets with Dr Kerry Doolin our first Specialist in Emergency and Critical (ECC) starting in our community. 

ECC specialty is a new field within Veterinary Science. Kerry has spent the last ten years working and 
training in the USA & UK and has become a specialist in her field. Kerry has undertaken four years 
of training with some of the world’s best specialists and had to pass gruelling examinations. Kerry’s 

knowledge of world’s best practice will mean that we will improve the care and service for our North 
Shore’s pets. We hope you don’t need us, but we are open 24/7. From essential kitten and puppy advice 
right the way through to the world’s best practice in your best friend’s critical care, should they have an 

unexpected accident or trauma. Please speak to us when you are next in.

from Dr. Peter Chitty & the team at North Shore Veterinary Hospital

mailto:gail.giles-gidney@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
mailto:christine.tuon@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
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... continued from page 1 
Cycle pathways

The popular tier 1 cycleway 
alongside Gore Hill Freeway, which 
extends as far as Eastwood, will be 
closed for four years between Station 
Street Naremburn and Reserve Road 
Artarmon. This critical piece of 
infrastructure is not easily substituted 
by the proposed detour. 

The connection of existing and 
planned local cycle paths to this route 
is a key community concern and high 
on Willoughby City Council’s list of 
matters for discussion with Transport 
for NSW.
Environmental effects

 A large portion of the Environment 
Impact Statement (EIS) is devoted 
to the potential for environmental 
contamination during building, 
particularly in the construction 
compounds such as those in Punch 
Street and at Flat Rock Drive. 

Of greater concern is that the 
concrete lining of the tunnels is not 

designed to resist the ingress of 
groundwater  - drainage holes are 
placed through the concrete lining at 
regular intervals to prevent the build-up 
of water pressure behind the lining. 
Over time, the tunnels drain the water 
from the ground along the route of the 
tunnels, which leads to subsidence. 

The eastbound tunnel passes under 
Artarmon Reserve at a shallow depth. 
There will be long cross passages to the 
westbound tunnel that will also act as 
drains. Rain that falls on Artarmon will 
drain through Artarmon Reserve, soak 
into the ground, and enter the tunnels. 

The EIS proposes that the first 300 
metres of the tunnels, where they pass 
under the North Shore rail line, will 
have a water pressure-resistant lining 
to reduce water ingress and settlement 
of the rail line. This section will only 
partly extend into Artarmon Reserve. 

Artarmon Reserve was once a tip. 
When it was closed, the garbage was 
covered with soil to create the Oval, 
with pipes used to convey water 

flowing from two branches of Flat 
Rock Creek. An embankment was 
added later to the southern side of the 
Oval to act as a stormwater retention 
pond in the event of very heavy 
rainfall. This helps in slowing the flow 
of water onwards to Middle Harbour 
and reduces the potential for flash 
flooding downstream. The motorway 
tunnels will draw groundwater under 
the Oval to drain into the tunnels.  
The EIS does not address 
contamination concerns.

Artarmon Reserve contains at least 
one threatened plant species. It and 
other flora and fauna inhabiting the 
southern end of the Reserve potentially 
face a dewatered environment.

We urge all Artarmon residents and 
businesses to make a submission. 
Please let the APA know about your 
concerns so that we can advocate for 
them on your behalf. The link for  
more information is https://www.rms.
nsw.gov.au/projects/western-harbour-
tunnel-beaches-link/index.html.

Website: marriottlane.com.au   |   Phone: 02 9906 2300   |   Office: 61-63 Alexander Street, Crows Nest NSW 2065

Marriott Lane is the Lower North Shore’s leading 
independent real estate agency. We are well 
known for our expertise in selling strata properties 
(apartments and townhouses). Having operated 
from Alexander Street, Crows Nest for 28 years, we 
have helped close to 2000 sellers, 2000 buyers in 
the sales process, making us one of the most active 
agencies in Crows Nest.

We are seen by our clients, prospects and 
competitors as a leading agency in the vicinity  
with a great reputation and are currently rated 
Number 1 by Google (250+ reviews at 4.8 stars) 
and Rate My Agent (Top 10 in Australia for  
Property Management).

Stuart Howard, LREA | 0425 325 143
Stephen O’Sullivan, LREA | 0418 865 244
Renay Tregellas, Residential Sales | 0451 322 863

Text the keyword SELLINGGUIDE to  
0416 907 779 to receive your step by step  
guide to selling a property.

Beaches Link impact on Artarmon  
by Peter Egan

https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/western-harbour-tunnel-beaches-link/index.html
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/western-harbour-tunnel-beaches-link/index.html
https://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/projects/western-harbour-tunnel-beaches-link/index.html
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My journey with the Artarmon 
Guides unit started the same way as 
for any other Guide - walking through 
the doors of our humble hall at 6pm 
on a Monday. My heart thumped 
through my chest as my eyes flicked 
around the room. I did not know 
anyone, and I wanted to go home. 
But, within two hours, my attitude 
had completely changed.

Walking through those doors was 
the turning of a page in my life. It was 
the beginning of a transition from a 
shy, dependent seven-year-old to the 
confident, empowered woman I am 
today. I can say without hesitation that 
my experience with Artarmon Guides 
has shaped me.

Guides is not just another activity 
that you squeeze into your already busy 
calendar. It is an opportunity to join 
a community that inspires us to look 
wide, aim high and be independent 
(sometimes a struggle for the parents 
who never want us to grow up!) 
Girls are surrounded by passionate 
leaders who work tirelessly to create 
activities for girls to develop new skills, 
strengthen old ones and educate them 
about the world around them, often in 
an outdoor environment. 

The acquisition of these skills is 
tested in experiences such as weekend 

camps, day hikes, community 
volunteering, and the ultimate challenge  
- Scout Hike, a three-day hike in which 
teams must navigate a national park on 
their own, relying on their orienteering, 
teamwork and outdoor skills. 

My experience with Guides taught 
me countless invaluable skills that have 
led me to take part in opportunities 
such as theatre productions and army 
cadets, which I would never have had 
the courage to do beforehand.

Though Guides taught me to be 
courageous, it also taught me how 
to interact with others. I learnt how 
to form meaningful friendships and 
to adjust my leadership style and 
teamworking ability to suit different 
teams and activities. These skills 

are not those that can be found in a 
classroom and are foundational skills 
that will stick with me throughout 
my life. I am forever grateful for 
my experience with the Artarmon 
Guides unit and am thrilled that I 
have the opportunity to pass on this 
experience to younger girls as a Junior 
Guide Leader.

Being a Guide helps  
shape you for life by Imogen Hughes

A spot of mountaineering tests the Guides  
/ Photo: Guides

As I wander around Artarmon,  
I see a growing number of disposable 
facemasks on footpaths and in garden 
beds alongside the shared pathways.

In the past few years, there have 
been discussions on a range of 
litter problems.

For instance, disposable coffee cups. 
Now we have more eco-friendly ones 
and people bring their own.

Single-use plastic bags: now people 
bring reusable ones, even if it means 
they also need to buy garbage bags.

Recyclable bottles: now we have 
‘return and earn’ reverse vending 

machines and people digging through 
your recycling bin.

Plastic straws: we have ended up with 
inferior paper ones.

Perhaps we need to buy some 
reusable, material masks and wash 
them. A search of eBay indicates there 
are a few sellers in the Chatswood and 
Northbridge areas.

Let’s clean up 
those masks    
by Robert Newman

Artarmon Library
139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon 

Telephone 9419 2849

Opening Hours

Monday:  10am - 12.30pm
Tuesday:  Closed
Wednesday:  2.30pm - 7pm
Thursday:  Closed
Friday:  10am - 12.30pm
Saturday:  Closed
Sunday:  Closed
Public holidays:  Closed

Artarmon Guides take to the bush 
  / Photo: Guides

 Photo: Robert Newman
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What’s on in Artarmon

Artarmon Book Club
Contact Artarmon Library
Enquiries: 9419 2849

Artarmon District Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Social tennis Saturday 1pm-10.30pm
Family orientated club 
Enquiries: 0417 664 447

Artarmon Junior Guides
Cleland Park, 
Barton Road, Artarmon
Contact Karen Pearson 0414 682 879 or 
email artarmonjuniorguides@gmail.com

Artarmon Little Library
Village Green, 
Hampden Road near entrance to 
Artarmon train station

Artarmon Parklands Community Garden
Sunday mornings
Contact Secretary
ArtarmonCommunityGardensSec@ 
gmail.com

Artarmon Progress Assn, Inc
Meets 1st Wed. Monthly (ex Jan)
Artarmon Community Hall
139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon
7.40 pm   All welcome.

Bilingual (English & Mandarin) 
Playgroup 
St Basil’s Church Hall 
6 Broughton Road 
Sessions: Thursday 10.00am -12 noon

Bush Care (3 Groups)
Artarmon Reserve
1st & 3rd Wednesday
2nd Thursday monthly
3rd Sunday monthly
9am -12 noon
Contact Council: 9777 7875

Cleland Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Enquiries: 9419 8844

Good Beginnings Chinese Playgroup
Artarmon Kids Cottage Community Centre 
18 Broughton Road, Artarmon
Sessions: Thursday, 10am -12noon

Parkrun Willoughby 
Every Saturday 7.00am 
Artarmon Reserve Burra Road

Rotary Club of Northbridge
Weekly Rotary meetings (Tuesday nights) 
For more information:
publicrelations@northbridgerotary.com.au

If you have a not-for-profit 
organisation, ie; bridge club, 
walking group, etc which could be 
mentioned on this list please contact:       
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

David Roberts                          
Accredited Family Dispute  
Resolution Practitioner with the
Attorney General’s Department,  
Child Consultant and Counsellor.

Separation - Divorce
If you would like to discuss your 
situation, find a resolution without 
going to court, or if you are already in 
litigation and would like some support 
through counselling, call now or book  
an appointment on our website. 

20 years experience, ready to listen,  
creative solutions.

FREE -  First telephone consultation 02 9159 9000 or 
0423608891 david@davidrobertsconsulting.com.au

www. davidroberts consulting – separation specialists

Need help?

Willoughby 
Neighbourhood 
Watch

Burglaries and car thefts seem to  
be on the rise in our area. Here are 
some ideas on how we can continue to 
assist burglars.
1. Pile up empty boxes in or near your 

recycling bin, so that burglars can 
see what new items you have just 
had delivered. This is like a handy 
shopping list. Make sure the boxes 
are not cut up and still clearly display 
the type and brand of item. 

2. Leave doors and windows unlocked 
when away from, or even while 
you are home, saving them time 
and effort.

3. If you lock doors, hide spare keys 
under mats, on top of door frames or 
under real or fake rocks. They do not 
want to have to look too hard. 

4. Ensure car keys are easily visible as 
soon as anyone enters your home. 
That way they can take your car, too. 

5. Ignore people you do not know who 
are walking around a neighbour’s 
house or peering into their windows, 
and do not phone the police. Post 
about the suspicious behaviour on 
Facebook  - that ensures nothing 
useful happens to stop this. 

6. Allow your mail or parcels to 
build up in full sight of the road or 
pavement while you are out for the 
day or on holiday. 

7. Leave a message on your answering 
machine, or on Facebook, to advise 
you are on holiday. Burglars like to 
plan their time efficiently and not 
have to rush their work. 
Or, we could all try to be less helpful 

to burglars and more aware of our own 
and our neighbour’s security. 

Join Willoughby Neighbourhood 
Watch on Facebook for useful 
tips and news to prevent crime. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
WilloughbyNeighbourhoodWatch/

Seven ways to make your home 
welcoming to burglars

mailto:artarmonjuniorguides@gmail.com
http://gmail.com
mailto:publicrelations@northbridgerotary.com.au
mailto:editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WilloughbyNeighbourhoodWatch/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WilloughbyNeighbourhoodWatch/


Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 92 – March 2021  15

        

  













artarmon framing
Custom framing

Mounting
Laminating

Artwork Hanging Systems
Canvas Stretching

Mirrors
Conservation Framing

Art Restoration
Advice and Help with 

Presentation & Conservation
of Most Things

Andrew Fortescue
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon

Ph: 9439 9992
9.00 -4.30 Mon -Fri • 10.00 -2.00 Sat

Artarmon to Chatswood
Since the completion of concrete 

tunnel structures, the rail systems 
contractor has installed a retaining wall 
between the current and new corridors, 
built drainage channels, and built up 
the ground ready for track ballast. This 
is the layer of rock that works with 
the sleepers to keep the rails in place 
in all conditions. Support columns for 
the overhead power wire and trackside 
cable ducts have been installed and new 
rail brought to site. 

The ballast, sleepers, track and 
overhead wire are placed by specialised 
machines that should do the work on a 
weekend when the North Shore Line is 
closed for maintenance and upgrades.

Little progress has been made 
at the electrical substation site on 
Reserve Road. Once a ground slab is 
in place, work may progress quickly 
as the equipment will come to site in 
prefabricated buildings. 

With a new contractor in charge, 
the work to lower the water main and 
gas pipe in Brand Street has been 
completed and the road restored to 
a serviceable condition. The drawn-
out 2020 works were preparatory to 
installing a stormwater drain across 
Brand Street, which should be done 
this year.

Crows Nest station
AW Edwards is building the new 

station. Station box excavation and 
tunnelling is now complete and rail 

track installation is under way. Initial 
work includes realigning hoardings, 
installing a second tower crane, and 
temporary footpath and lighting works.

The station will have two entrances, 
one on Pacific Highway and one 
on Clarke Street. There will also be 
retail space, bus stops, bike parking, 
pedestrian crossings of neighbouring 
roads, and ‘kiss and ride’ and taxi bays.

Victoria Square station
At North Sydney, construction now 

includes a shaft for banks of lifts 
between the station entry and platforms, 
and another shaft for services such as 
power, water and communications. 

The station will have two entrances, 
bus stops, bike parking and ‘kiss 
and ride’ and taxi bays. Improved 
pedestrian infrastructure is being 
investigated in consultation with Roads 
and Maritime Services and North 
Sydney Council.

Blues Point Reserve temporary 
retrieval site

The Blues Point site is being used 
to complete tunnel fit-out activities 
between Victoria Cross and Barangaroo 
stations. Once work is complete, 
the parkland will be reinstated in 
consultation with North Sydney 
Council and the community.

Sydney Metro Update  by Peter Egan

A truck sits on the track soon to be used by Waratah trains / Photo: Peter Egan

Willoughby 
Neighbourhood 
Watch
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