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Watching a crane build itself has become 
something of a spectator sport among 
residents taking their daily exercise during 
Covid lockdown. The climbing tower crane 
is being erected by the Australian company 
of heavy lifting experts, Men from Marr’s, to 
dismantle the decommissioned Channel 9 
TV tower. 

Built in 1965 on high ground in Richmond 
Avenue off Artarmon Road, Willoughby, 
the 233-metre transmission tower was the 
tallest structure in Sydney until the Sydney 
Tower was completed in 1981. The tower 
and its nemesis, the crane growing beside it, 
are visible from many parts of Artarmon and 
much further afield.

At first, the crane tower was built in 
sections by one of Australia’s largest mobile 
cranes. At about the halfway mark, huge 
cables were attached as guy wires to anchor 
the tower 16 metres into the bedrock via 
cleats weighing about 1.5 tonnes each. 

After the crane was put on top of the 
tower, the climbing frame was assembled 
around the base of the tower and lifted 
to below the crane. The frame is open on 
one side so that new tower sections can 
pass through.

Each new section is lifted by the crane and 
attached below a platform. Then it travels 
along underneath towards the tower. A 
hydraulic ram then lifts the whole climbing 
frame the height of one section. The new 
section is manoeuvred inside the frame and 
bolted into place.

The two-week construction shutdown in 
July caused delays to the schedule, as did 
days of strong winds before that. The original 
plan was to build the climbing tower crane in 
June and July. On a good day in early August, 
six new sections were added to the tower and 
a man from Marr’s was hopeful of finishing 
only one week late, weather permitting.

When completed, the crane will be almost 
200 metres high. For the next stage, Mirvac 

has engaged an expert contractor, Kordia to 
dismantle the TV tower, which is expected to 
take five months.

It was good news to the community when 
Mirvac, in announcing the removal of the 
tower, undertook not to increase the total 
number of apartments in the complex, despite 
the addition of another four-storey apartment 
block where the tower now stands. 

How does a crane build itself?  by Judy Simpson
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The ‘beautification’ and other works being carried out on Elizabeth Street and Wilkes Avenue 

are almost complete but I was dismayed to see the plantings that have been carried out.

Willoughby City Council has policies on tree and verge planting in the Local Government Area.

Page 29 of the Vegetation Management Guidelines Vol.2,  adopted by Council in February 
2020, states: “To encourage native biodiversity and to reduce water and energy consumption, 
residents are encouraged to plant native plants, these can be food producing as well e.g. ‘bush 
food’ plants”.

Council also has a Vegetation Management Policy that applies to public and private 
vegetation throughout the LGA. One of its guiding principles is: “Facilitate the removal of 
undesirable exotics, noxious weeds, and any other inappropriate plantings, and to replace these 
with suitable local indigenous species.”

Council obviously has no intention of following its own guidelines and policies. The plantings 
in Elizabeth Street and Wilkes Avenue include Liriope, clivia, aspidistra and dwarf sacred 
bamboo. Liriope in particular is a weed that Bushcare has had to persistently remove from 
Artarmon Reserve. These are obviously inappropriate and Council should follow its own policy to 
facilitate their removal.

Mary Ann Irvin

supporting the Artarmon community spirit
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GAZETTE Editorial
The huge and intricate task of demolishing the Channel 9 tower has excited most of the 

Artarmon community. Many of us have watched the progress from our gardens, balconies and 
kitchen windows. Judy Simpson found observing the process of a crane building itself irresistible. 

Something that did not receive such a positive response was the closure of the 
Commonwealth Bank branch in Hampden Road. The bank gave no notice of its intention.  
The only ATM now is at the 7-Eleven on the corner of Broughton Road. 

The working group set up by Artarmon Progress Association to raise awareness about the 
state government’s plan to give private developers a 99-year lease on land at Royal North Shore 
Hospital has submitted an ePetition to state parliament. You have until 8 September to sign it 
to let the government know the land should be kept for health care purposes. You’ll find the 
petition at https://bit.ly/SaveRNSH.

Artarmon is losing one of its strongest advocates. Glenda Gartrell, who has lived here for 
46 years, is moving from Muttama Street. She has been active in some of the most significant 
changes in our suburb. We wish her well for the future. And as the Covid pandemic continues, 
pharmacist Nick Logan sets out the case for having whichever vaccination is available as early 
as possible.

The postponement of the local government elections was probably inevitable in the extended 
lockdown of greater Sydney. There was some speculation about cancelling them for this year 
but as they had already been deferred from last year, this was not seen as a good option. Stuart 
Coppock has announced that after 21 years as a councillor, he will not be standing in December.

Winsome Byrne, Editor

APA Public Information Meetings
Please join us at our

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGS 
At Artarmon Library Hall, 139 Artarmon Road

Wednesday, 3 November 2021, 7.45pm - 9.00pm

APA AGM

Wednesday, 17 November 2021, 7.45pm - 9.00pm

MEET THE CANDIDATES

mailto:publisher@artarmonprogress.org.au
mailto:editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
mailto:editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
mailto:meredith@shimmin.com.au
mailto:RAngell@theprintfacility.com.au
http://www.artarmonprogress.org.au/Gazette
mailto:sec@artarmonprogress.org.au
http://www.artarmonprogress.org.au
https://bit.ly/SaveRNSH
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A shout-out to all our APA  
members for your ongoing 
support and commitment. 

Member input is vital to shaping APA 
submissions on local and state projects 
and issues. Thank you so much for your 
contributions. The APA is stronger with 
community involvement and we welcome 
new members. Membership is free. Contact 
our membership coordinator, Jordana, at 
membership@artarmonprogress.org.au  

A big thanks, too, to the APA committee. 
You are an incredible group of volunteers 
who dedicate significant time and energy 
to advocate for issues of local importance. 
With so many important projects and issues 
affecting Artarmon, there’s still much to do. 

Here are some updates on local projects.

The traffic calming project, which 
aims to create more pedestrian-friendly 
streets around the high pedestrian activity 
areas of Artarmon Village and the train 
station, is near completion. Remaining works 
include additional line markings, installation 

of 40km/h speed limit signs and garden 
bed plantings.

At the time of going to print, Council was 
revising the work program for the Elizabeth 
Street crossing and Wilkes Avenue due 
to Covid-19 construction restrictions.

The Willoughby Local Planning Panel 
passed the Artarmon Parklands Pavilion 
development application (DA) 2021/5 on 
25 May 2021. On 5 June 2021, the APA 
and Willoughby South Progress Association 
lodged a complaint about the handling of 
the DA (available on APA’s website). At its 
meeting on 2 August 2021, Council passed 
a motion for the planning panel to review 
DA 2021/5. The APA looks forward to further 
discussions with Council to ensure the 
functionality and access requested by the 
community are provided.

The new Local Environmental Plan 
(LEP) will be released for community 
consultation but at the time of going to  
print no release date was available. 

LEPs guide planning decisions for local 
government areas through zoning and 
development controls, which provide a 
framework for the way land can be used. 

An LEP can also be used to reserve 
land for open space, as well as protecting 
trees, vegetation and items or areas of 
cultural heritage significance. LEPs are the 
main planning tool to shape the future of 
communities and ensure local development 
is appropriate. APA is keen to engage the 
community on this important topic.

The NSW government has postponed 
local government elections to Saturday 

4 December 2021 in response to the 
Covid-19 situation. 

Artarmon local shops are working in tricky 
conditions to service our community during 
Covid-19 restrictions. The tastes and talents 
of our local shop owners and workers are 
many and varied. Shopping local generates 
a healthy local economy and keeps money in 
the community as local businesses are more 
likely to purchase from other local businesses. 
Shop local, it benefits us all. 

RNSH ePetition: clinicians and residents 
concerned about the NSW government’s 
plans to redevelop land within the grounds 
of Royal North Shore Hospital (RNSH) 
for purposes other than patient-related 
healthcare have formed a working group to 
raise community awareness. The group started 
after clinicians approached the APA seeking 
support from residents. 

The group has developed an ePetition  
in NSW Parliament. Please consider reading, 
signing and circulating https://bit.ly/
SaveRNSH  

With demolition complete, the civil and 
authority works around the former Channel 
9 site are well under way. After the erection 
of the crane, the TX tower will be dismantled 
in sections using a strategic top-down 
approach. An exclusion zone has been 
established around the tower site for safety 
reasons and will remain in place throughout 
the dismantling process (including Walter 
Street Reserve, a portion of Richmond Avenue 
and a section of the Mirvac site). 

Georgina Roussac  
President APA

A note from  
the President

        

  













artarmon framing
Custom framing

Mounting
Laminating

Artwork Hanging Systems
Canvas Stretching

Mirrors
Conservation Framing

Art Restoration
Advice and Help with 

Presentation & Conservation
of Most Things

Andrew Fortescue
94a Reserve Road, Artarmon

Ph: 9439 9992
9.00 -4.30 Mon -Fri • 10.00 -2.00 Sat

mailto:membership@artarmonprogress.org.au
https://bit.ly/SaveRNSH
https://bit.ly/SaveRNSH
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Resilience  
on display  
by Ann-Marie Cahill

Welcome back to Covid lockdown 2.0 
where the students have shown us once 
again how resilient, caring and just downright 
awesome they are. By the time you read this, 
I hope we have been released from lockdown 
and the students have returned to a safe, 
secure and healthy school environment. But 
the reality is likely to be otherwise. 

Last year, I talked about how we worked 
together when we returned to on-campus 
learning. A year later, we have all learnt ways 
to make it through lockdown learning. There 
is no right or wrong way. But the consistent 
factor has been the support within our school 
community. We have some serious champions 
in our midst. 

The first shout-out is for the students. You 
kids are amazing. Lockdown learning is not 
easy. Many of you will adapt and continue 
to learn. Some of you need to attend school 
in person; being without your friends and 
regular routines would have been hard. 
You have lost more than your learning time 
at school; you have also missed out on 
extracurricular activities. And yet, despite all 
this, the students are still doing their best. You 
kids are amazing. 

To the teachers and administrative staff at 
APS: Wow! Lockdown learning is not easy 
for teachers either. Much depends on the 
relationship and interactions with each child 
and the group. And when school returns, 
teachers need to rebuild the bond. 

And to the parents. Many of us have 
experienced our own steep learning curve. 
I have learnt that no matter how organised 
I think I am, there are never enough pencils 
or charging cords by the afternoon! So 
I hope all parents know how much your 
school appreciates your support. And parents 
definitely deserve a beverage in the evening 
while saying, “Hey, we’re doing a good job”. 
Because you are. 

Willoughby City Council is providing some 
excellent cycling events in the coming months.

The Council sponsors Biketober, a 
campaign to encourage people to get riding 
during October. The following workshops are 
being run as part of Biketober: 

Bike Repair Cafe 9-11am Saturday 9 
October on the shared path under Gore Hill 
Freeway at the end of Park Road, Naremburn. 
Take your bike in for a free tune-up and 
grab a free coffee (BYO cup). There will be 
information and support to help new and 
established riders alike. Be inspired to ride 
regularly to work or school for health and 
the environment.

Bicycle Maintenance Made Easy webinar, 
6.30-7.30pm Wednesday 27 October. Learn 
the basics of fixing your bike so you can save 
money and ride safely. Bower bike repairers 
will take you through regular safety checks 
and maintenance tasks. There will be time 
for questions about typical repairs to gears, 
brakes and punctures. 

An e-bike taster workshop is scheduled 
for Saturday 20 November. Would you like to 
get active, zoom up hills with ease and travel 
reasonable distances without using a car? 
Perhaps an e-bike might be for you! Learn 
about the benefits and types available, and 
get tips on e-bike handling. Test rides will be 
available for those who can ride confidently.

Get riding by Mary Ann Irvin 

Photo by Bilal Karim on Unsplash

@

IT’S TIME FOR FRESH IDEAS AND A STRONG LOCAL VOICE

INDEPENDENT TEAM FOR NAREMBURN WARD

VOTE   1   GEORGIE ROUSSAC
Meet our team www.votegeorgie.com.au

@ georgieroussacfornaremburnward
@ georgieroussac

Authorised by Georgie Roussac, 2 Burra Road, 
Artarmon NSW 2064

We need:
• a comprehensive vision to shape our 

community’s future
• better management of traffic flows, access 

to parking and street maintenance
• more accessible community facilities
• to reduce our community’s ecological 

footprint
• to protect our natural places
• to revitalise our local shopping centres
• to bring ‘heart’ to Chatswood CBD

Photo ©Hugues Sineux 2019
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Save RNSH Again!  
ePetition to NSW  
government 

by Judy Simpson 

As previously reported in the Gazette, 
concerned residents, business leaders 
and doctors in the Willoughby area 
have formed a campaign group to raise 
community awareness about NSW 
government plans for commercial 
development of the most accessible  
part of the Royal North Shore Hospital  
(RNSH) campus. 

In June, APA President Georgina Roussac 
created an ePetition in the NSW Parliament 
for NSW residents to sign. It reads:

Royal North Shore Hospital land to be 
reserved for clinical use only to allow 
for future expansion of the hospital 

To the Speaker and Members of the 
Legislative Assembly, 

This Petition of the residents of NSW brings 
to the attention of the House community 
concerns about the Herbert Street Precinct 
development. 

The community requires adequate and easily 
accessible medical services, both now and for 
future generations. 

The NSW Government is proposing to 
redevelop 2.27 hectares of land within 
the southern campus of the RNSH 
along Herbert Street. About 95% of this 
development precludes future use of this 
land for patient related health care by the 
hospital as it primarily proposes building 
residential accommodation, a primary school, 
commercial offices and retail shops.

The site of this proposed redevelopment 
is the most accessible land on the RNSH 
campus, being adjacent to the St Leonards 
Train and Bus Interchange. 

The RNSH campus is one of the smallest 
teaching hospital campuses in NSW and 
has only a small amount of remaining land 
still available to expand the hospital as the 
population increases. 

The undersigned petitioners ask the 
Legislative Assembly to: 

1. Cease the proposed Herbert Street 
Precinct development. 

2. Preserve the RNSH land for future  
hospital growth. 

3. Ensure any future development of RNSH 
land is used for patient related health care 
by the hospital. 

4. Expand the RNSH campus to meet the 
health care needs of future generations.

The group has printed and distributed 
posters with a QR code link to the petition. 

A broader group of volunteers has also 
delivered 10,000 postcards to letterboxes 
across the north shore to promote the 
petition, with plans for another 20,000.  
If you would like to help with distribution 
beyond Artarmon and Naremburn, please 
contact APA Secretary at  
sec@artarmonprogress.org.au.

The Covid lockdown that started on 
25 June has prevented the group setting up 
a display in the hospital foyer to let more 
people know about the proposed long-term 
lease of the land.

To have the ePetition debated in 
parliament, 20,000 signatures are needed. 

If you would like to sign it, you can scan 
the QR code here, which will take you straight 
to the ePetition. 

Alternatively, type 
https://bit.ly/SaveRNSH  
into your browser. 

IS THIS YOU? 
Proactive, curious and  
community minded? A people person  
and good communicator?

We are looking for someone to promote  
and co-ordinate advertising in the Gazette.

We’d love to hear from you

Please call or email if you would  
like to know more. 0423 608 891 or  
editor@artarmonprogress.com.au

Cranes 
everywhere!

Your journey along 
Artarmon Road probably 
looks a bit different now that 
a row of conifers has been 
taken out in Lucknow Street 
near the roundabout  
at Wyalong Street. 

Removing the trees  
was quite an operation and 
Judy Simpson was there  
to capture the event. 

mailto:sec@artarmonprogress.org.au
https://bit.ly/SaveRNSH
mailto:editor@artarmonprogress.com.au
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Artarmon 
Parklands 
Community 
Garden 
by Glenda Hewitt

The community garden has now been 
operating for two years on what was  
formerly the top bowling green of the 
Artarmon Bowling Club. 

The space has become a meeting place, 
a walking track, a place of discovery for 
children, and a haven for the community 
gardeners who have weathered drought, 
water restrictions and, most recently, 
the challenge of operating during 
Covid restrictions.

While all garden members contribute to 
the care and maintenance of the garden 
(and share in the produce), special credit 
needs to go to the committee members for 
their organisational skills in planning the 

plantings, keeping occasional gardeners in 
touch, sharing their knowledge and building 
the gardening community. Every person who 
contributes helps make the garden ‘work’.

Members: All the gardener members 
are volunteers who pay a small annual 
membership fee, which is used to buy seeds, 
mulch, equipment etc. Some members 
are regulars to the garden and others are 
occasional, but every contribution from 
weeding, watering, planting, harvesting, tool 
maintenance, building trellis, shovelling dirt 
and looking after the compost and worms 
makes a difference.  It takes collaboration, 
information sharing, goodwill, humour and 
hard work. No one is an expert!

Working bees: Working bees are held on 
Thursdays and Sundays from about 9am until 
lunchtime. These are the best times for those 
interested in becoming members to visit and 
get a feel for it. It usually takes a few visits 
to get the hang of how the garden operates. 
Working bees were suspended during the 
Covid shutdowns, but gardeners wearing 
masks and physically distancing managed to 
keep the garden functioning.

Over winter, broccoli, broccolini, broad  
beans, peas and kale were harvested.  
A large area of garlic was planted and, with 
the support of a grant from Willoughby 
City Council, the raised beds were dug 
out and converted to the WaterUps (from 
Down Under) sub-channel irrigation system. 
This should help the magnificent team of 
volunteer waterers, particularly in summer.

For more information about the 
community garden, you can email 
ArtarmonCommunityGardensSec@gmail.com 
or pop down to one of the working bees  
and say hello.

Our community garden at the 
old Artarmon Bowling Club and 
the superb natural bushland 
in Artarmon Reserve, all part 
of the Artarmon Parklands,are 
now a focus as well as featuring 
traditional sustainability themes of 
energy, water and waste. 

Do you want a tenant who looks after your property? 
Competitive rents? Low vacancy rates? 

At Marriott Lane, we know property is an important investment and 
we make it our business to do Property Management better than 
everyone else.

In 2021 we’re the Number 1 Agency in Artarmon, Crows Nest, 
Cammeray, Chatswood, Lane Cove North, Waverton and St Leonards 
(ratemyagent). 

So, what’s our secret? We’re great with people, we’re highly 
responsive and we think of everything. That means we find the 
right tenant for your property, we make maintenance and dispute 
resolution an absolute priority and we keep a close eye on your 
financials. We think of things like insurance and we proactively look 
for ways to improve your property, so you get the best return on your 
investment.

And, we can help get your property ready for market - great for 
interstate investors or busy owners. We’ve got a trusted network 
of leading kitchen and bathroom designers and trade specialists on 
hand, ready to help maximise your property’s appeal.

Marriott Lane is simply exceptional at Property Management. In fact, 
we sleep well at night knowing we’re the Lower North Shore real 
estate office both owners and tenants prefer. Just look at our reviews.

Property managers who 
look after your investment

Marriott Lane Real Estate | 61 Alexander Street, Crows Nest | www.marriottlane.com.au | 9906 2300

Templates for Half Page.indd   1Templates for Half Page.indd   1 04/08/2021   11:14:10 AM04/08/2021   11:14:10 AM

Attention,  
green thumbs 
Are you a whizz at gardening 
in small spaces? And can throw 
a few words together? 

The Artarmon Gazette is 
looking for someone to write 
about gardening for balconies, 
terraces, and courtyards. 

If you’re that person, 
please email editor@
artarmonprogress.org.au.

mailto:ArtarmonCommunityGardensSec@gmail.com
mailto:editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
mailto:editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
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Artarmon mayors of Willoughby past - part 5 
by Adrian Alexander

David Warner (1920-1982)
Warner was a Willoughby City councillor from December 1962  
to September 1974. He was deputy mayor from December 1970  
to September 1972 and mayor from September 1972 to September 1974.

Warner’s family
His father Vernon bought land in Tindale 

Road in 1914 before heading off to World 
War I. Vernon lost his left arm during action 
in Gallipoli in August 1915. He returned to 
Australia in May 1916 and married Enid 
Forsyth in October 1918. They had five 
children. David, the second, was born in  
the Tindale Road home in 1920. 

In 1948 David married Janette Brodie from 
Stafford Road, Artarmon after he returned 
from army service during World War II. In 
1951, they bought the Warner family home in 
Tindale Road and in September 1982 moved 
to Armidale NSW to be near their children, 
Stuart and Julie. David died in Armidale in 
December 1982. Janette died in 2018.

Service in WWII
In 1940, Warner joined the 2nd AIF, 2nd/1st 

Survey Battery, 6th Division. He celebrated his 
20th birthday on the Queen Elizabeth bound 
for the Middle East. After serving in Syria and 
Lebanon, his regiment returned to Australia in 
February 1942. The unit moved to Adelaide 
then to Atherton Tablelands in northern 
Queensland to train for the New Guinea 
campaign. He was injured in New Guinea  
and returned to Australia in 1945 when he 
was discharged. During his service he was 
engaged in topographic survey and 
mapping  work.

Employment
Warner remained in the mapping industry 

after his war service and for many years was 
the general manager of Gregory’s Maps 
(street directories).

Artarmon Presbyterian Church
The Warner family were members of the 

Artarmon Presbyterian Church on the corner 
of Tindale and Artarmon roads. Vernon was 
the first Sunday School superintendent after 
the church was built in 1926. David was a 
church elder, youth worker and a member of 
the church management committee. He was 
also convenor of the church’s annual fete. 

In 1947 Janette’s father, John Brodie, had 
donated a bell to the church. It was 
historically interesting because it was found 

off South Head on a wrecked sailing ship. Mr 
Brodie designed and erected the bell tower, 
which still remains on the building that is 
now the Artarmon Library. The bell was first 
rung on 6 March 1948 for the wedding of 
David and Janette Warner.

Willoughby Council a family affair
As a member of the Forsyth family through 

his mother, Warner became the fourth Forsyth 
to act as mayor of Willoughby. His maternal 
great-great-great grandfather James Forsyth 
(1818-1907) was an alderman for seven 
years and became mayor in 1875. His son 
Thomas Todd Forsyth (1839-1921) was an 
alderman for 27 years and mayor in 1882, 
1887 and 1888. Thomas Forsyth’s son Robert 
Todd Forsyth (1877-1939) was an alderman 
for 24 years and mayor 1911, 1915-1918, 
1920-21 and 1926-27.

David Warner (1920-1982) served as 
alderman for 12 years and was deputy mayor 
in 1970 and mayor 1972-1974.

James Forsyth and three of his descendants 
collectively served on Willoughby Council for 
70 years. 

Community activities

Some of Warner’s affiliations were:

• Member Artarmon and District Progress 
Association 1948-1982

• Convenor Willoughby Centenary 
Celebrations October 1965

• Director Youth Spectacular 1968

• Vice-president Artarmon P&C Association

• Vice-president Artarmon Public School 
jubilee committee and assembly hall 
committee (1960)

• President Chatswood High School P&C 
Association

• President 1st Artarmon Boy Scouts 
Association

• President Artarmon Girl Guides Association

• Member of Artarmon Rotary Club 

• Member Artarmon Bowling Club

• Member and elder Artarmon Presbyterian 
Church (Uniting Church)

• Past master Artarmon Lodge (Freemasons)

• Vice-patron Willoughby and District 
Historical Society

• Member of the Relief Fund for Queensland 
Floods in 1974

• President NSW Division Australian Institute 
of Cartographers and fellow and president 
of that institute.

The Willoughby Council recognised his 
contributions to the Artarmon community by 
naming the old Artarmon Library, the David 
Warner Memorial Library. A portrait of Warner 
that was donated by the family in 2012 hangs 
in the Artarmon Library.

Warner and Janette were further recognised 
in 1982 for their contributions to the 
community by being awarded the Willoughby 
City Council Citizens of the Year.

Artarmon’s progress
Warner’s community involvement illustrates 

how keen he was to see the suburb progress. 
He was a member of the Artarmon Progress 
Association for 34 years and stood as the 
APA’s candidate for in the Willoughby Council 
elections in 1962. He was very interested in 
local history and was the convenor of a 
meeting to establish the Willoughby and 
District Historical Society. His collection of 
historical items was donated to the 
Chatswood Library and is known as the  
David Warner Collection.

David Warner /  
Photo: Willoughby Historical Society

Image: Willoughby City Council
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Artarmon Village

Artarmon Village Inc is your local 
shopping precinct’s chamber of 
commerce, representing retailers and 
businesses. We provide a voice to 
Willoughby City Council and other 
authorities on matters to enable your 
shops to provide even better services, 
products and facilities.

Congratulations to our local florist Celine and 
her husband Peter on the birth of their baby 
daughter Geneva in July. All are doing well!

Commonwealth Bank has disappointed 
the community by closing its branch and 
removing the ATMs. Artarmon Village Inc has 
written to the chief executive Matt Comyn 
and is awaiting a reply.

Brothers Rajesh and Omkar are the new 
owners of Maiya Indian and Nepali Curry 
House at 126 Hampden Road. Both are 
experienced chefs. They plan to continue the 
current popular menu but also introduce 
Nepalese street food.  We wish former owner 
Shayam well.

We are disappointed that Willoughby City 
Council’s new kerbs have taken away two 
parking spaces in Francis Road and three 
in Elizabeth Street. Artarmon Village Inc 
will raise this issue with the Council’s chief 
executive, Debra Just.

Our southernmost shop is to be Wash Haus,  
a self-service laundromat at 44 Hampden 
Road near Pizza Luna. Hi-tech, eco-friendly 
washers and dryers will be available daily 
from 7am until 11pm. Welcome to Kirsten 
and her team.

The lockdown in July and August has been 
a heavy blow to local businesses. Several 
of our retailers have had to close, at least 
temporarily, due to the lack of trade. We 
thank our wonderful customers for supporting 
local businesses, where possible.

Thanks go to Willoughby City Council for 
plans to replace the Loading Zone parking 
restrictions in Francis Road alongside 
Liquorland with a 15-minute zone from  
8am to 2pm Monday to Friday.

Artarmon Village will host an evening 
networking function at Valerio Domenici’s 
Zucchero Caffe Bar at 104 Hampden Road on 
17 November (to be confirmed). Do join us as 
we optimistically discuss 2022 being a much 
better year for residents and businesses.

Are there residents who would like to get 
involved in our committee or some of the 
projects we have in mind? If you are a 
retiree with time on your hands or perhaps 
a university student who wishes to add to 
their CV, let us know. Some of our ideas for 
projects involve social media and economic 
analysis. New ideas welcome!

Follow us on Facebook:  
@artarmonvillage for local  
offers and events.

Feedback from Artarmon residents and 
shoppers is important. We’d love to know 
what our supportive customers think of any 
local retailing matter – positive and negative. 
Your comments are most welcome at 
artarmonvillage@gmail.com

News from Artarmon Village shops

Australia is currently transitioning to digital scripts

Your GP can now send you your scripts as a token via 
SMS or email
Soon you will be able to grant your pharmacy access        
to your digital scripts and do away with the tokens
Our free MedAdvisor app streamlines and organises    
this process
Your doctor will still be able to print off paper scripts       
if required
Ask our friendly team if you have any questions or     
need help

 Are you ready for paperless prescriptions?

mailto:artarmonvillage@gmail.com
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A fond farewell and a warning
Glenda Gartrell has been a stalwart of the 

Artarmon community for 46 years. In that 
time she has seen a lot of changes and made 
a huge contribution.

Never afraid to take a stand, in the 1970s, 
Glenda and her late husband Richard 
petitioned the NSW government to put a 
weight limit on the trucks taking spoil along 
Muttama Street from the Chatswood Chase 
construction site. The result was the closure of 
Muttama Road at Mowbray Road. 

Glenda and Richard were also instrumental 
in achieving Artarmon’s special heritage 
classification. They supported a National 
Trust submission to Willoughby Council to 
implement a conservation and heritage 
order. The submission, prepared by heritage 
architects Jan and Scott Robertson and David 
Logan, was accepted and Artarmon received 
a special heritage classification, separate 
from that which applies to other parts of the 
council area.

One of the many ways in which she and 
Richard have contributed to Artarmon was the 
establishment of the Artarmon Gazette after 
the Artarmon Progress Association identified 
the need for a community newsletter, the first 

issue of which was a monthly edition that 
came out in 1999. 

In the early 1990s, Glenda and Richard 
organised the first Open House program 
during National Heritage Week. The intention 
was to raise awareness of Artarmon’s two 
largely intact housing styles - the Federation 
bungalow of pre-World War I years, and the 
California bungalow of the years between the 
two world wars. 

Another significant Artarmon resident, 
Marianne Nestor, who lived in Tindale Road, 
then set about identifying and recording the 
history of houses and older residents for a 
local history section in the Willoughby Library. 
This was followed by the photographing of 
50 of Artarmon’s beautiful Art Deco and Art 
Nouveau leadlight windows. Through the 
Artarmon history project, these were printed 
as gift cards, which are available through the 
APA website. 

Glenda and Richard brought up their three 
children at their home in Muttama Road and, 
from time to time, the children of relatives. 

She will take with her wonderful memories 
of her years in Artarmon. Glenda says she 
will especially miss the community spirit of 

Muttama Road - the Christmas street parties 
and keeping in touch through a spreadsheet 
with names and contact details.

She warns that the Artarmon community 
needs “to be alert to proposals that could 
adversely affect the character and style of this 
lovely suburb. Just keep in mind: it’s a one-
storey streetscape. Not too hard.”

The APA thanks Glenda for her tremendous 
work for Artarmon over the years and wishes 
her well for the future. 

It’s no secret that my philosophy as a Councillor is that we must keep rates low 
but services high.

Since I was first elected, I have worked hard to deliver improved services for Artarmon, including the 
revitalisation of local facilities, streetscapes, shopping strips, playgrounds and open spaces, while at 
the same time having voted against every rate rise that has been proposed.  

The ability to both improve services and lower rates is possible when you are  
an experienced, consistent and strong voice for managing Council’s resources 
more effectively.  

In the last four years alone I’ve delivered more $17.5m in projects for our local community and 
secured a further $5.5m for improvements this coming financial year - this means even better  
parks, playgrounds, sports fields, libraries and streetscapes.

But the best news is that I have done this while bringing your rates bill down! 
From next year, the average rates notice will be 6% lower thanks to hard work at 
Council that has continued to cut waste and secure our strong financial future.

It is an honour to represent you on Council and I will continue to fight hard for our community, 
whether that means stopping overdevelopment, protecting our natural and built heritage or 
ensuring that the financial savings we’ve made over the last few years do not go to waste.  

Dear Neighbour,
It’s no secret that my philosophy as a Councillor is that we must keep rates low 
but services high.

Since I was first elected, I have worked hard to deliver improved services for Artarmon, including the
revitalisation of local facilities, streetscapes, shopping strips, playgrounds and open spaces, while 
at the same time having voted against every rate rise that has been proposed.  

The ability to both improve services and lower rates is possible when you are an
experienced, consistent and strong voice for managing Council’s resources more
effectively.  

In the last four years alone I've delivered more $17.5m in projects for our local community and secured a
further $5.5m for improvements this coming financial year - this means even better parks, playgrounds,
sports fields, libraries and streetscapes.

But the best news is that I have done this while bringing your rates bill down!  
From next year, the average rates notice will be 6% lower thanks to hard work at
Council that has continued to cut waste and secure our strong financial future.

It is an honour to represent you on Council and I will continue to fight hard for our community, whether
that means stopping overdevelopment, protecting our natural and built heritage or ensuring
that the financial savings we’ve made over the last few years do not go to waste.  

0481 033 442

nic.wright@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
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Nic Wright-0411 033 442

nic.wright@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Au
th

or
ise

d 
by

 N
ic 

W
rig

ht
, P

O 
Bo

x 7
07

 A
rta

rm
on

 N
SW

|P
rin

te
d 

by
 Th

e P
rin

t F
ac

ilit
y, 

1B
/3

12
 Ea

ste
rn

 V
all

ey
 W

ay
, C

ha
tsw

oo
d 

NS
W

 2
06

7

Richard and Glenda Gartrell /  
Photo: supplied



10  Artarmon GAZETTE Edition 94 – September 2021

 I’m incredibly 
proud of how our 
resilient community 
has come together 
to support one 
another through 
these challenging 
times. As we’ve once 
again experienced the 
impacts of Covid-19,  
I have been impressed 

by how our residents have continued to 
follow the rules to help stop the spread. 
Thank you all for your support and patience.

Throughout the latest lockdown, the 
Council has continued to support the 
community to keep everyone safe. While 
all our non-essential, public-facing services 
and facilities have been closed, we have 
maintained essential services while providing 
a Covid-safe environment for staff and the 
community. This has included the collection 
of your domestic bins and emptying rubbish 
bins in public spaces, street cleaning, cleaning 
of public toilets and playgrounds, meals on 
wheels and childcare services.

We recognise that exercise is extremely 
important in maintaining good mental health 

so we’ve left the lights on at key ovals across 
the city, including Artarmon, on weeknights 
to extend recreation opportunities. The 
Northbridge Baths and amenities remain 
open, and the newly opened shared path 
linking Broadcast Way near Pacific Highway 
with Herbert Street, Artarmon, is a safe and 
attractive option for walkers and cyclists.

Council endorsed a third assistance 
package to support small businesses 
and the community. The Business and 
Community Support Plan 3 reintroduces 
waivers and concessions for fees for sporting 
organisations, footway dining, street 
advertising, health inspections and non-
critical fire safety. 

The plan also focuses on supporting 
businesses and the community to access 
the grants and support packages already 
available from the NSW government and 
Council, providing training and encouraging 
the community to support local businesses to 
revitalise the economy after lockdown. 

Council understands that the extended 
restrictions are challenging. We have a 
range of fact sheets on our website to help 
residents better understand the services and 

support options available - www.willoughby.
nsw.gov.au   

Our recently endorsed operational 
plan outlines a raft of projects for the 
Artarmon community. Highlights include 
the implementation of a public domain 
masterplan for Artarmon’s local centre ($1m), 
starting construction on the Artarmon Pavilion 
($1.5m) and the design and construction of 
housing for essential workers. 

Other Artarmon-specific items include 
an upgrade of Artarmon Kids Cottage, 
renewal of the road pavement at Dickson 
Avenue, stormwater design and construction 
at Hampden and Broughton roads, and 
improvements for pedestrians and cyclists 
in Edward Street between Penkivil Street to 
Artarmon Road. Read more about what’s 
planned on our website.

As we come into spring, we look forward 
to brighter days. Please continue to support 
one another. We’ll get through this together. 

Please get in touch if you have any 
questions or comments: Gail.Giles-Gidney@
Willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...

Gail Giles-Gidney

Telephone: 9436 1213
Open 24/7 @ 57-63 Herbert Street, Artarmon
Undercover parking and lift access off Punch Street

Watch out, ticks about! 
Spring is here! What an incredible time to get 
out and about inside your 10km radius. With 
the advent of the warmer weather, please 
remember to make sure you are all up to date 
with your pets tick and flea preventive. The 
newer products, such as Bravecto or Nexgard, 
are fantastic at minimising the risk of your best 
friend getting tick paralysis. 

Just a reminder that the signs of 
tick paralysis can be very subtle 
initially. They can be:

• change in the pitch of the  
bark or meow

• vomiting or regurgitation
• weakness in the back legs
• change in breathing patterns.

If your pets show these signs or have a tick on 
them, we recommend removing the tick ASAP 
and getting your veterinarian’s assessment. 
The sooner your pet is treated, the quicker the 
recovery. Even if your pet is not showing signs, 
we recommend keeping them under strict 
observation for at least two days. 

Dr Peter Chitty BVSC MVS,  
CEO & hospital director

Please speak with us if you 
have any questions. Our team 
of veterinarians and clinical 
staff would love to chat.  
We remain open 24/7 and 
operate under the current 
NSW Health guidelines.

As always, we are open 24/7, 
to care for your pets.

http://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au
http://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Gail.Giles-Gidney@Willoughby.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Gail.Giles-Gidney@Willoughby.nsw.gov.au
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A small number 
of residents have 
expressed concern 
about the work  
being done at the 
former Artarmon 
bowling club.  
I appreciate that 
it has been a long 
process, and one  

that can be difficult to follow through the 
many iterations.

Work has already been undertaken to 
remove from the site hazardous materials 
that might have placed our community at risk. 

Council employed specialists to do this work 
to the highest possible safety standards. The 
removal of the asbestos and lead paint was 
the right thing to do - especially considering 
the building’s proximity to a children’s 
playground - and will have no impact on any 
heritage aspects of the building. 

However, the confusion about what is 
planned for the building is obvious. Council 
has undertaken an extensive community 
consultation process, but when it comes to 
development and the protection of local 
heritage values, it is important that decisions 
Council makes are beyond reproach. So, in 
early August I moved a successful motion at 

Council requesting that the independent local 
planning panel review its determination and 
the amended plans, for a final time.    

In my opinion, the work that Council is 
doing to protect the heritage but incorporate 
mobility and accessibility measures is of 
the highest importance. But the timing of 
the proposed works allowed for a final 
review which, I hope, will give confidence 
to the value Council places on local 
heritage protection.

If you have any questions or comments, 
I’d love to hear from you: Nic.wright@
willoughby.nsw.gov.au

Councillors’ feedback...feedback...

Nic Wright

KEEP IN THE LOOP
If you are interested in what is 

proposed for or happening in Artarmon, 
you may wish to sign up for some of  
the following:

APA e-News: A regular email, 
normally monthly, that includes 
Artarmon news and upcoming 
events. Sign up by emailing hello@
artarmonprogress.org.au.

WCC “Have your Say”: Sign up 
at https://www.haveyoursaywilloughby.
com.au/ and receive a regular email with 
a range of opportunities to get involved 
in Council’s decision making, including 
current and future projects. Should you 
be signed up already, but not receiving 
the email, please contact Tania Stark at 
WCC to activate it for you.

WCC meetings: Be notified of 
Council’s meeting agendas and minutes 
by visiting https://www.willoughby.
nsw.gov.au/Council/Council-meetings/
General-Council-Meetings and selecting 
Subscribe towards the bottom of 
the page.

PlanningAlerts: A free service run 
by independent charity OpenAustralia 
Foundation which scans the Council’s 
planning portal for new development 
applications. It then sends an email to 
subscribed users of any applications 
that are within a nominated radius of 
your address. Sign up at https://www.
planningalerts.org.au/alerts/signup.

Stuart Coppock 
has resigned as 
Willoughby City 
Councillor for the 
Naremburn Ward 
and does not intend 
to run again. “It 
has been a privilege 
and honour to be a 
local representative 

since 1999, particularly under the leadership 
of general managers John Owen and Nick 
Tobin and long-serving mayor, the unique Pat 
Reilly,” Mr Coppock said. “While we had our 
differences from time to time, we all worked 
as a team for the community.” 

Mr Coppock  was re-elected in 2004, 
2008, 2012 and 2016. He said he had met 
some wonderful people in that time. “I tried 
to work diligently for the community, but I 
gained more through the personal enrichment 
I received,” he said.

“Artarmon Progress Association would 
like to thank Stuart Coppock for his 21 
years’ service as Naremburn Ward councillor. 
Stuart engaged in community issues by 
attending APA committee meetings and 
providing regular articles in the Artarmon 
Gazette. Members have reported that 
Stuart was helpful and professional when 
dealing with community matters, had a great 
understanding of local government policies 
and was reliable when they needed advice.”

Georgie Roussac, President,  
Artarmon Progress Association

“With Liberal Party endorsement, Stuart 
Coppock burst onto the scene in 1999 with 
the rhetorical question, ‘What can a former 
grazier’s son from Collarenebri do for you?’ 
In the following years, Stuart answered 
that question with tremendous energy in 
representing Naremburn Ward. If on your 
side, he was a powerful ally. If not, his legal 
training made him the most daunting of 
adversaries. He certainly raised the bar  
when it came to debate.”

Kate Lamb, former ward councillor  
and deputy mayor

“It is very hard to sum up Stuart’s 
contribution to our community. Stuart 
brought a rare quality to local government, 
years of experience in the bureaucracy 
and he knew how the other levels of 
government functioned. He generously 
shared his wisdom, his experience and 
his understanding of the role of local 
government. He set a high standard for a 
representative. We will miss him.”

Glenda Gartrell, founder of Artarmon Gazette

“I’ve had the pleasure of working with 
Stuart since 2012. While we disagreed on 
many things, I’d like to think we’ve agreed 
on much more. I thank him for his service to 
our community, his support, his guidance, 
the arguments and the friendship - he’s 
made me a better councillor and his intellect 
and passion for this community have 
contributed immensely to Willoughby City. 
He’ll be sorely missed.”

Councillor Nic Wright

Stuart Coppock departs after  
21 years as councillor  by John Peacock

Stuart Coppock

mailto:Nic.wright@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Nic.wright@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
mailto:hello@artarmonprogress.org.au
mailto:hello@artarmonprogress.org.au
https://www.haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au/
https://www.haveyoursaywilloughby.com.au/
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Council/Council-meetings/General-Council-Meetings
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Council/Council-meetings/General-Council-Meetings
https://www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Council/Council-meetings/General-Council-Meetings
https://www.planningalerts.org.au/alerts/signup
https://www.planningalerts.org.au/alerts/signup
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Visible North Shore Metro construction this 
quarter has been the last section of the ‘dive’ 
structure at Chatswood and the Artarmon 
substation, both of which progress slowly. 
The most fascinating work is the tracklaying 
in the tunnels where the workers use hand-
held versions of machines that are normally 
attached to trains. A 1.1tonne machine can 
‘walk’, using its feet and hands while slewing 
pairs of rails onto the sleepers. Transport for 
NSW has some great videos on its website 
showing the track installation and the 
recent North Shore Line work at Chatswood 
site (https://www.youtube.com/user/
TransportForNSW/videos). A total of 11km of 
track has been laid.

Sydney Metro recently awarded a $1.96bn 
Metro West contract for twin 11km tunnels 
and five station ‘boxes’ between Olympic Park 
and The Bays. By the end of the year, it will 
award a contract for twin 9km tunnels and 
two station ‘boxes’ between Westmead and 
Olympic Park. A third will be awarded by the 
end of next year for 3km of tunnels between 
The Bays and Hunter Street, which will include 
caverns for stations at Pyrmont and Hunter 
Street. We should expect the ‘hole’ between 
Westmead and the Sydney CBD to cost $4bn-
$4.5bn. The rail systems (tracks, overhead 
power, signalling, etc) and extra Metro 
trains will add another billion dollars. Other 
capital costs include land for stations, the 
stabling and maintenance facility, electrical 

substations and station fit-out. In February 
this year, The Sydney Morning Herald reported 
the total cost at $27bn. The government’s 
‘business case’ implied a cost of $13bn.

What should we expect of commuter 
rail services? Living with Covid and other 
respiratory viruses surely demands more 
spacious trains. A seat for every passenger? 
Sydney Metro plans for 63 seated passengers 
and 104 standing in each carriage. Where 
should the trains go? The first Metro line has 
given us three metropolitan-wide, east-west 
rail lines - North-West, Western, South-West. 
The latter two are Sydney Trains lines (see 
modified Sydney Metro map below). But in 
much of the metropolitan area it is difficult to 
travel north-south by train, which limits access 
to many jobs and places of study, particularly 
for people living in western Sydney.

The grid of white lines on the map is 
intended to show how we might distribute 
commuter rail lines across the metropolitan 
area to improve service. The yellow lines 
indicate priorities for implementing the grid: 
1) linking the regional centres Hornsby-
Epping-Parramatta-Liverpool-Campbelltown; 
2 & 3) linking the Western Sydney Airport line 
to the North-West and South-West lines; 4) 
extending the Eastern Suburbs Line south to 
Prince of Wales Hospital and the University of 
NSW, Maroubra Junction and Sydney Airport; 
5) a Northern Beaches line; 6) an alternative 
to Metro West - connecting Parramatta to 
Olympic Park and Sydney with tunnels from 
Granville to Strathfield where the fifth and 
sixth tracks are underutilised.

It is disappointing that the Commonwealth 
Bank gave no notice to customers of the 
intended closure of its Artarmon branch (and 
its ATMs) on 29 June.

A Commonwealth Bank agency opened 
in Artarmon in 1912 in the post office run 
by James Hall in his general store on the 
corner of Broughton and Hampden roads. The 
Government Savings Bank of NSW opened a 
branch at 80-82 Hampden Road in 1921, the 
first bank to do so in Artarmon. This merged 
with the Commonwealth Bank in December 
1931. The Commonwealth Bank was at this 
location until April 2017 when it moved to  
66 Hampden Road, next to the post office.

The Artarmon Progress Association (APA) 
has banked with the Commonwealth Bank 
since 1932 and is probably the oldest 
customer of this branch. There are no records 
to confirm that the APA banked with the 
Government Savings Bank of NSW Artarmon 
branch, but it is a reasonable assumption as  
it was the only bank in the suburb during  
that period. 

The APA and other personal and business 
customers are extremely disappointed that 
the bank has closed its Artarmon branch. The 
APA is reconsidering its position about where 
it will bank in future.

An ATM is available at 7-Eleven on the 
corner of Hampden and Broughton roads.

Commonwealth Bank 
Artarmon closed by Adrian Alexander

Sydney Metro update  by Peter Egan

Sydney Metro network map modified to show how we 
might improve metropolitan commuter rail services

DID YOU KNOW?
With the Commonwealth Bank’s 
departure from Artarmon, the remaining 
longest serving organisations in 
Artarmon are:

• 1906 Artarmon Progress Association Inc

• 1909 Post office agency (official PO 
established in current location in 1924)

• 1910 Artarmon Public School

• 1912 St Basil’s Anglican Church

• 1914 Pharmacy (Broughton and 
Hampden roads)

• 1918 Artarmon Tennis Club

• 1921 Newsagency (in a number of 
locations in Hampden Road)

• 1932 Cleland Tennis Club (originally  
St Basil’s Tennis Club)

https://www.youtube.com/user/TransportForNSW/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/TransportForNSW/videos
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It takes years to build the knowledge and skills you 
need to be a leading real estate agent, and Marriott 
Lane’s long-standing Property Sales Team prove they’re 
up there with the best, time and time again.
 
We’ve sold over 1,800 homes in every kind of market, 
since our launch in 1992, and we love what we do.

Our high performance team is as passionate about 
selling real estate as they are about their integrity. 
Which means we give all our sellers the opportunity to 
achieve a premium sales result - every time.

Whether you’re selling a renovator’s delight or new 
apartments off the plan; you’re a homeowner, investor 
or developer, our agents give every property their 
complete focus.

With Marriott Lane, you’re in good hands. You get 
our deep knowledge of the local market and our 
commitment to a timely sale. We’ll tell you if auction or 
private treaty is the way to go and we’ll work closely 
with you throughout our proven sales process, so you’ll 
always know what’s going on. 

Marriott Lane Real Estate | 61 Alexander Street, Crows Nest | www.marriottlane.com.au | 9906 2300

Over 300 google reviews

An award winning
sales team

Templates for Half Page.indd   2Templates for Half Page.indd   2 04/08/2021   11:14:12 AM04/08/2021   11:14:12 AM

On 24 July, the Australian Technical 
Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) 
reaffirmed its advice that in the large 
Covid-19 outbreak in greater Sydney, the 
benefits of the AstraZeneca vaccine are 
greater than the risk of rare side effects for all 
age groups.

It also advised that everyone aged 18 years 
and over in Greater Sydney should strongly 
consider the benefits of earlier protection 
with the AstraZeneca vaccine if the Pfizer 
vaccine was not available to them.

Data suggests the Covid-19 Delta variant 
is more severe than the original strain. 
The number of people under 60 requiring 
hospitalisation appears to be higher than in 
previous outbreaks. This reinforces the benefit 
of protection with any available vaccine.

You need two doses of Covid-19 vaccine 
for maximum protection, but even a single 

dose protects against hospitalisation (by more 
than 70%).

A single dose of AstraZeneca partly reduces 
transmission by about half and therefore may 
benefit close contacts and the community.

Remember, it takes two to three weeks for 
a first dose to be fully effective, so it makes 
sense to act sooner rather than later.

ATAGI has also advised that during the 
outbreak, it is better to allow less time 
between the first and second doses of 
AstraZeneca. The recommended time is four 
to eight weeks instead of the usual 12 weeks. 
Less time between AstraZeneca doses means 
that maximum protection against Covid-19 
can be achieved earlier.

The interval between the first and second 
doses of the Pfizer vaccine is three to six 
weeks. Waiting six weeks means more people 

can get a first dose when there are  
supply shortages.

Everyone considering vaccination should 
be advised of the benefits and risks and give 
informed consent. If you have questions or 
concerns, or if you need to have the risk 
of side effects from the vaccines put in 
perspective, please don’t hesitate to contact 
your vaccine provider. 

A total of 1,250 vaccination-accredited 
pharmacies in NSW have recently been 
given access to the AstraZeneca vaccine to 
take some of the pressure off vaccine hubs 
and surgeries and to maximise the rate of 
vaccination during this outbreak. 

You can find your nearest vaccine provider, 
book online and source information here

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-
and-tools/covid-19-vaccine-eligibility-checker

Covid-19 vaccinations 
- why, which, when and where  by Nick Logan

WE WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS

The APA has been advocating on behalf of  
residents and businesses in Artarmon since 1906  
Membership is FREE and benefits are numerous.
To join email your name and address to  
membership@artarmonprogress.org.au.

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-vaccine-eligibility-checker
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-vaccine-eligibility-checker
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You probably think you’re aware of most of 
the scams around in the past two years, but 
some are surprising. It’s safe to assume every 
phone call from an unidentified number and 
many emails are a potential scam. 

You’ll know the story of woman meets man 
(or vice versa) online, love blossoms, and then 
one of them asks the other for money. We 
all know to say “no” to that one. But what if 
Party A puts $2million into an account Party 
B has been asked to open - to build a life 
together - and then asks Party B to transfer 
some of that money into other accounts to 
cover building or other expenses. Party A has 
given Party B the money so there’s no scam 
- right up until the time Party B is prosecuted 
for money laundering. 

Or, in another situation, you’re waiting 
for an invoice from a supplier. It arrives by 
email from their email address. You check 
that carefully against past emails from them. 
You make the payment into the bank account 
shown on their invoice. What you don’t 
realise is that their email account was hacked 
and you’ve paid thousands of dollars into 
someone else’s account. The bank does not 
refund your money. 

To protect yourself:

• Call every supplier and check their bank 
account details before payment.

• Don’t use the same password for 
everything - it’s OK to write down 
passwords. 

• If you receive a call from a company about 
your account, hang up and call back on a 
number you look up.

• Most dating apps have built-in security so 
don’t move conversations to WhatsApp or 
something similar. 

Stay safe out there and for more tips  
join Willoughby Neighbourhood Watch 
on Facebook. 

What’s on in Artarmon

Artarmon Book Club
Contact Artarmon Library
Enquiries: 9419 2849

Artarmon Guides and Junior Guides
Cleland Park, Barton Road, Artarmon
Contact Karen Pearson 0414 682 879 
or email artarmonjuniorguides@
gmail.com

Artarmon Little Library
Village Green, Hampden Road near 
entrance to Artarmon train station.

Artarmon Parklands  
Community Garden
Sunday mornings. Contact Secretary 
ArtarmonCommunityGardensSec@ 
gmail.com

Artarmon Progress Assn, Inc
Meets 1st Wed. Monthly (ex Jan)
Artarmon Community Hall
139 Artarmon Road, Artarmon
7.40 pm. All welcome.

Bilingual (English & Mandarin) 
Playgroup St Basil’s Church Hall  
6 Broughton Rd. Sessions: Thursday 
10.00am -12 noon

Bush Care (3 Groups)
Artarmon Reserve
1st & 3rd Wednesday
2nd Thursday monthly
3rd Sunday monthly
9am -12 noon
Contact Council: 9777 7875

Cleland Tennis Club
Barton Road, Artarmon
Enquiries: 9419 8844

Domestic Violence Line 1800 65 64 63

Good Beginnings Chinese Playgroup
Artarmon Kids Cottage Community 
Centre, 18 Broughton Road, Artarmon
Sessions: Thursday, 10am -12noon

Lifeline - Harbour to Hawkesbury  
13 11 14

Noah’s Ark Toy Library for Children 
with Special Needs 18 Broughton 
Road, Artarmon 9411 4429 
Northern Sydney Women’s Domestic 
Violence Court Advocacy  8425 8707

Probus Club of North Sydney
Northbridge Golf Club 3rd Tuesday 
monthly. Contact membership officer 
ivanblake1@bigpond.com

If you have a not-for-profit 
organisation, ie; bridge club, 
walking group, etc which could be 
mentioned on this list please contact:       
editor@artarmonprogress.org.au

Surprising scams

facebook.com/ 
groups/Willoughby 
NeighbourhoodWatch/

Spring is a wonderful time to explore 
Sydney’s national parks and reserves. There 
are wildflowers of every description but 
not quite as obvious is the myriad of fungi. 
The cooler, wetter months produce not only 
toadstools and mushrooms but the fruiting of 
the mycelium in the undergrowth. 

A mycelium is a network of fungal 
threads that often grow underground but 
can also thrive in places such as rotting tree 
trunks. The fruiting bodies of fungi, such as 
mushrooms, can sprout from a mycelium.  
The presence of diverse fungi indicates a 
healthy environment. 

When you’re exploring, look for what is 
growing at the base of trees, on trees and in 

the leaf litter. On a recent stroll through Blue 
Gum Walk in Chatswood West and Artarmon 
Reserve we found at least 10 species, 
including bracket fungi, wood ear fungus, 
coral-like fungi and the more familiar brown, 
round-top versions. 

Be aware though that most fungi are not 
edible and some can cause severe sickness or 
even death. 

Laws about foraging on public land vary 
significantly in Australia. Many state forests 
in NSW allow picking of mushrooms without 
a permit, but in other areas hefty fines 
may apply. Picking fungi may also disrupt 
delicate ecosystems. So it’s best to stay on 
established pathways.

Bush walking with fungi by Gary Heslin

An immature beefsteak bracket  A redlead roundhead

mailto:artarmonjuniorguides@gmail.com
mailto:artarmonjuniorguides@gmail.com
http://gmail.com
mailto:ivanblake1@bigpond.com
mailto:editor@artarmonprogress.org.au
http://facebook.com/
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Despite the latest lockdown in greater 
Sydney, the Artarmon Guide Unit has 
persevered in traditional Guide fashion by 
re-initiating online Guides for all the girls. 

So far, they have participated in fun 
activities such as a cooking night and 
drawing competition, all working towards 
their ‘Hands’ badge. Steph, one of the older 
Girl Guides, says her favourite part of online 
Guides has been “seeing everyone on a 
Zoom meeting and getting to talk to them.  
It was just like something we would normally 
do at Guides”.

With school education moving online, 
many students have found it difficult to stay 
in touch with their schoolfriends. They have 
lost their lunch and recess periods to socialise 
with others. To counter this, the Artarmon 
Guide unit has allowed time at the beginning 
of Guides to give the girls an opportunity to 
catch up with one another as they usually do 
on a Monday night. 

The unit has also ensured that 
activities include unit-wide discussion and 
collaboration, such as the ‘drawosaurus’ 
night on which girls guessed what each other 

was drawing. Many of the guesses ended in 
contagious laughter.

“It’s been really boring being stuck inside, 
just doing homework, so being able to still go 
to Guides has definitely influenced my mental 
health positively by giving me something else 
to think about,” Steph says. Her favourite 
night so far was making mud cakes in a cup.

The unit has made a concerted effort to 
maintain many traditional Guide activities, 
opening each night with a Welcome to 
Country and conducting activities similar to 

those that would usually be conducted in the 
hall. Steph says: “I don’t think [the activities] 
have changed that much. We’re still working 
on badges and doing fun activities. It’s 
probably just a bit shorter because we have  
a limit on the Zoom.”

In line with the mission of Girl Guides, 
the unit continues to nurture lifelong skills, 
confidence, leadership and teamwork. Even 
Covid-19 can’t get in the way of dedicated 
leaders who spend hours making sure the 
girls have an enjoyable experience.

Video meet-ups good for Guides’ mental health  
by Imogen Hughes

Guides make mud cake in a cup during a Zoom session / Photo: supplied
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